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Courtenay Taaffe Memorial Award

 
Name:                       	Courtenay Taaffe Memorial Award
Category:		Students, By Application
Value:                         	$500
Available:                      Up to 5
Due Date:                	June 1st, 2026 at 4pm
Organization:               Canadian Rugby Foundation
Address:                	709 Yates St
PO Box 8003
Victoria, BC
V8W 3R7
Website:                        Courtneay Taaffe Memorial Award
Email:                           awards@canadianrugbyfoundation.ca 
Summary: 

Courtenay Taaffe was vibrant, determined, and devoted to women's rugby on Vancouver Island — a hooker and flanker for UVic, James Bay, the Vancouver Island Crimson Tide, and Team BC, and a coach who gave back to the JBAA junior women, Crimson Tide juniors, the Vancouver Island Japan Club, and Stelly's Secondary. Established in 2005 by the Taaffe family and the Charlton L. Smith Foundation, this award is presented annually to a female rugby athlete on Vancouver Island who combines on-field excellence with strong academics and community service — the qualities Courtenay embodied throughout her life.

Eligibility
· Female student playing rugby on Vancouver Island
· Playing either club or university rugby
· Players/coaches/referees between 17 and 28
· Enrolled in a full-time degree, diploma or certificate program at a Canadian college or university. Students commencing their studies are eligible
 
Checklist
· Description of Achievement: 
· A letter, not more than 250 words, describing the reasons why you would be a worthy recipient of the Courtenay Taaffe Memorial Scholarship.
· Submit your letter as a PDF with a file name such as the following example: Personal - Your Name - Name of Award DayMonthYear.pdf
· Description of Achievement
· Letters of Reference: 2 - One coach or teacher, One non teacher or coach familiar with your community service background. 
· Electronic Photograph e-mailed to awards@canadianrugbyfoundation.ca. (with a jersey on preferred)






Dave Huang Memorial Award


Name:                       	Dave Huang Memorial Award
Category:		Students, By Application
Value:                    	$4,400
Available:                	1
Due Date:                	April 30th, 2026
Organization:               Canadian Rugby Foundation
Address:                	709 Yates St
PO Box 8003
Victoria, BC
V8W 3R7
Website:                         Dave Huang Memorial Award    
Email:                            davehuangmemorialaward@gmail.com 
Summary:                

Known to his teammates as "The Huang Express," Dave Huang was a Lord Byng High School graduate who captained BC at the U-19 level, earned a full academic scholarship to Princeton where he also captained the rugby team, and went on to medical school at Columbia University. He passed away in 2003. Established in 2024, this award honours Dave's legacy of leading quietly and excelling in everything — rugby, academics, music, and community. It is presented annually to a graduating BC high school rugby player who demonstrates that same combination of excellence, leadership, and character.
 
Eligibility
· Graduating High School Rugby Player in BC
· Demonstrated high achievement and leadership ‘by example’ in one or more of the following areas: rugby, academics, music, community service
 
Checklist
· Submit an application in any format to davehuangmemorialaward@gmail.com. 
· Creativity encouraged! (e.g. video / digital formats welcome, as long as they demonstrate your excellence in the above-noted areas
· Submit your letter as a PDF with a file name such as the following example: Personal - Your Name - Name of Award DayMonthYear.pdf
· 3 Letters of Reference: - from, for example, a coach, teacher, team-mate, and/or rugby opponent
· Photo e-mailed for the award announcement (with a jersey on preferred)









David Robinson Award


Name:                       	David Robinson Memorial Award
Category:		Students, By Application
Value:        		$700
Available:                	TBD
Due Date:                	August 1st, 2026
Organization:               Canadian Rugby Foundation
Address:                	709 Yates St
PO Box 8003
Victoria, BC
V8W 3R7
Website:                        David Robinson Memorial Award Fund 
Email:                           awards@canadianrugbyfoundation.ca
Summary:                

David Robinson spent 30 years as a referee across Alberta, BC, and more than 20 countries, and was a founding member and President of the Rugby Alberta Match Officials' Association (RAMOA). He was a Citing Commissioner for World Rugby and Major League Rugby, a mentor to emerging officials, and a man who never travelled without his boots. Established in 2022 following his passing, this award supports an Alberta high school graduate entering post-secondary education who has been active in rugby as a player, coach, official, or volunteer — and who intends to stay involved in the game as an official.

Eligibility
1. High school graduate from Alberta
2. Enrolled and entering a Canadian University or College
3. Academic achievements
4. Rugby achievements and involvement
5. interest in officiating 

Checklist
· Apply in any format to as the following example: Personal - Your Name - Name of Award DayMonthYear.pdf












Dennis Crawford Award


Name:                       	Dennis Crawford Memorial Award
Category:		Students, By Application
Value:                         	$1,000
Available:                	TBD
Due Date:                	August 1st, 2026
Organization:               Canadian Rugby Foundation
Address:                	Canadian Rugby Foundation
709 Yates St
PO Box 8003
Victoria, BC
V8W 3R7
Website:                        Dennis Crawford Memorial Award 
Email:                           Cam Neish: cneish@hotmail.com 
Summary:                

Dennis Crawford gave four decades to Westshore RFC — first as a formidable loosehead prop, then as a coach, mentor, and volunteer who helped build the club's Gordon Head Road clubhouse with his own hands. He was passionate about developing front row players and passed away in the fall of 2020, still playing the game he loved. In partnership with Westshore RFC, this scholarship supports student-athletes pursuing post-secondary education who play in the front row — providing both financial assistance and access to specialized front row training in Dennis's honour.

Checklist
· Apply in any format to as the following example: Personal - Your Name - Name of Award DayMonthYear.pdf















George F. Jones Award
 

Name:                        	George F. Jones Award
Category:		Students, By Application
Value:                         	$500
Available:                	Up to 5
Due Date:               	September 30th, 2026 at 4pm
Organization:               Canadian Rugby Foundation
Address:                 	709 Yates St
PO Box 8003
Victoria, BC
V8W 3R7
Website:                       	George F. Jones Award Fund
Email:                           Hans De Goede: hansdegoedev@gmail.com  
Summary:                     

The George F. Jones Award Fund established in honour of George F. Jones Q.C. — co-founder and first director of the Foundation, Victoria-based rugby man, and lifelong champion of the game's growth in underserved communities — this award recognizes student-athletes who are actively expanding rugby's reach. Recipients are involved not just as players, but as builders: bringing the game to inner cities, First Nations reserves, small towns, and immigrant communities. George believed rugby had the power to change lives in places it had never been. This award honours that conviction.

Eligibility
· A student who is involved in the sport as a player, coach or administrator
· Involved in the development and expansion of the game, but does not have to be an active player
· Must be involved in helping expand the game of rugby in places like inner cities, First Nation reserves, small towns, immigrant communities, etc.
· Must be able to demonstrate current involvement in the sport.
· Enrolled in a full-time degree, diploma or certificate program at a Canadian college or university. Students commencing their studies are eligible
· The award recipient must agree to have her/his name and photograph publicized.
               
Checklist
· Achievement Letter: 
· 250 words, describing the reasons why you would be a worthy recipient. Include contributions to the rugby community, how you have helped expand the game, other volunteer activities, your academic achievements, your most important accomplishments and your future goals
· Submit your letter as a PDF with a file name such as the following example: Personal - Your Name - Name of Award DayMonthYear.pdf
· Letters of Reference: 2 - One coach or teacher, One non teacher or coach (Recommendation - Your Name - Name of Award DayMonthYear.pdf)
· Electronic Photograph e-mailed to cdnrugbyfoundation.financial@gmail.com in jpg. Format (with a jersey on preferred)

Jack Patrick & Nick Mathers & Tillman Briggs Family Awards



Name:                       	Jack Patrick & Nick Mathers & Tillman Briggs Family Awards
Category:		Students, By Application
Value:                         	TBD
Available:                	TBD
Due Date:                	TBD
Organization:               Canadian Rugby Foundation
Address:                	Canadian Rugby Foundation
709 Yates St
PO Box 8003
Victoria, BC
V8W 3R7
Website:                        ____________________ 
Email:                           Hans De Goede: hansdegoedev@gmail.com 
Summary:                

This fund honours three members of the James Bay Athletic Association who passed away while still active with the club. The Jack Patrick and Nick Mathers Awards were originally established separately by the JBAA to recognize two of its finest; the funds were merged in 2021 and later expanded in 2023 with a donation in memory of Tillman Briggs. Together, the fund supports junior rugby development within the JBAA — ensuring that the spirit of three men who gave everything to their club lives on in the next generation of James Bay players.

Eligibility
· Member of the James Bay Rugby Association

*More info available on the Canadian Rugby Foundation and James Bay Athletic Association websites






John Cannon Memorial Award


Name:                      	John Cannon Memorial Award
Category:		Students, By Application
Value:                         	$5,000
Available:                      Up to 4 
Due Date:                	June 1st, 2026
Organization:               Canadian Rugby Foundation
Address:                	709 Yates St
PO Box 8003
Victoria, BC
V8W 3R7
Website:                        ____________________ 
Email:                           Peter Cannon: pcannon@telus.net. 
Summary: 

John Cannon was one of the finest rugby players Abbotsford ever produced. He earned his first Canada cap at 20, went on to collect 39 caps across 15s and 7s, played six professional seasons in England, and was called "perhaps the best centre outside the Premiership" by Rugby World Magazine. He passed away on March 19, 2016, at 35. It had long been John's dream to help Abbotsford players access the same representative rugby opportunities he had. This fund; offering up to four awards annually, fulfils that dream, supporting young Abbotsford rugby players pursuing the game at higher levels.

Eligibility
1. Currently playing, or has previously played, rugby in Abbotsford.
2. Currently playing rugby at a high school, club, university, or elite rugby program.
3. Between 17 and 23 years of age on September 30th of the year in which the grant is
awarded.
Selection
1. Recognized contributions to the rugby community and desire to pursue representative rugby.
2. Excellent citizenship that demonstrates honesty, respect, and inclusivity.
3. Strong academic achievement.

Checklist
· A completed application form.
· A statement of intent of not more than 300 words. This statement should address the selection criteria and include how your experiences, achievements, and future goals would make you a worthy recipient of the John Cannon Memorial Fund Grant.
· Two letters of reference from the two individuals named in your application. One must be a coach or a teacher from your school, college or university.
· An electronic photograph e-mailed to pcannon@telus.net. We would prefer if the applicant is wearing a rugby jersey in the photo but that is not required. Once submitted the photo will be the property of the Canadian Rugby Foundation.




John Jones Memorial Award


Name:                       	John Jones Memorial Award
Category:		Students, By Application
Value:                         	$800 ea.
Available:                	Up to 4
Due Date:                	August 1st, 2026
Organization:               Canadian Rugby Foundation
Address:                	709 Yates St
PO Box 8003
Victoria, BC
V8W 3R7
Website:                        ____________________ 
Email:                           Jamie Lockwood: jamie.lockwood@cn.ca 
Summary:                

Dr. John Jones arrived in Montreal from Australia in 1964 and spent the next four decades building rugby in Quebec — founding the Champlain College Men's Rugby Team in 1979, co-founding the St-Lambert Locks in 1984, administering national U19 championships, and serving as the connective tissue of Quebec rugby for generations. Created by Rugby Quebec in his honour, this award reflects John's core values: rugby, education, and goodwill. It is open to Quebec-based student-athletes enrolled in post-secondary education who are actively involved in the game as a player, referee, or administrator.

Eligibility

· Enrolled in a full-time degree (graduate or undergraduate), diploma or certificate program at a Canadian college or university for the academic year commencing in the year which the scholarship is granted. Students commencing their studies in the Fall are eligible. 
· Be Quebec based and actively involved and devoted to the game, either as a player, referee, or administrator. 

Checklist
· Application in any format named as follows: Your Name - Name of Award DayMonthYear.pdf
· Letter of accomplishment (250) words describing the reasons why you would be a worthy recipient of the John Jones Scholarship. Include: 
· Contributions to the rugby community, how you have expanded the game
· Other volunteer activities, your academic achievements, most important accomplishments and future goals
· Two Letters of Reference (One must be someone who has been involved with you in the rugby community)

*Unsuccessful applicants may reapply in a subsequent year. 




Judy Seddon Memorial Award


Name:                       	Judy Seddon Memorial Award
Category:		Students, By Application
Value:                         	$2,500
Available:                	1
Due Date:                	July 15th, 2026
Organization:               Canadian Rugby Foundation
Address:                	709 Yates St
PO Box 8003
Victoria, BC
V8W 3R7
Website:		Judy Seddon Memorial Award
Email:                           Karla Telidetzki: judyseddonmemorialscholarship@gmail.com
Summary:                

For nearly four decades, Judy Seddon was the heart of Alberta rugby. Affectionately known as "Rugby Mom," she gave herself without reservation to registration, administration, fundraising, and the countless behind-the-scenes tasks that keep a rugby community alive. She passed away in 2019. This award, presented annually to a female student enrolled in post-secondary education, honours Judy's legacy by recognizing a young woman who is actively involved in the game; a s a player, coach, administrator, volunteer, or referee and who carries forward the same spirit of quiet, tireless dedication that defined Judy's life in rugby.

Eligibility: Female Student who is: 
4. Enrolled in a full-time degree (graduate or undergraduate), diploma or certificate program at a Canadian college or university for the academic year commencing in the year in which the scholarship is granted. Including students commencing in the Fall semester. 
5. Involved in the sport of rugby as a player, coach, administrator, volunteer or referee

Unsuccessful applicants may apply again; successful applicants may not. Verification of acceptance may be required. The award recipient must agree to have her name and photograph publicized. Judy Seddon’s family may wish to personally award the scholarship if feasible.

Checklist
· Applicant’s full name, date of birth, address, phone number and e-mail address. Program and year of study for the educational institution you will be attending in the fall.
· A 250-word letter, describing why you would be a worthy recipient of the Judy Seddon Memorial Award. 
· Two letters of reference. (PDFs) Along with names and e-mails for references.







Kevin ‘Lunk’ Wirachowski Award


Name:                       	Kevin ‘Lunk’ Wirachowski Award
Category:		Students, By Application
Value:                         	$750
Available:                	TBD
Due Date:                	August 1st, 2026
Organization:               Canadian Rugby Foundation
Address:                        709 Yates St
PO Box 8003
Victoria, BC
V8W 3R7
Website:                        ____________________ 
Email:                           Hans De Goede: awards@canadianrugbyfoundation.ca
Summary:                

Kevin "Lunk" Wirachowski was a Canadian national team prop who earned 18 caps between 1992 and 2003, scored tries against Uruguay, Argentina, and Italy, and invented the ScrumMaster, widely regarded as the most realistic scrum machine ever built. He passed away in October 2023 at 59. This award, open to all genders aged 17–24, is presented annually to a front row student-athlete enrolled in a Canadian post-secondary institution who is committed to developing their craft, contributing to their rugby community, and embodying the same work ethic and love of the dark arts that defined Lunk's career.

Eligibility: 
A current Front Row Player:
1. Enrolled in a full-time degree (graduate or undergraduate), diploma or certificate program at a Canadian college or university for the academic year commencing in the year in which the scholarship is granted. Including students commencing in the Fall semester. 
2. Actively involved in playing rugby and a committed to staying engaged in the sport and developing their front-row skills. 
3. The award is open to all genders. Applicants must be between 17 and 24 years of age.
4. Applicants should exhibit a recognized contribution to both the local community and the broader rugby community, showcasing their impact both on and off the field. Applicant must be in good standing with his or her School team, Club team, Provincial team, National Age-grade or senior team if applicable, and Community.
*Unsuccessful applicants may apply again; successful applicants may not. Verification of acceptance may be required. The award recipient must agree to have her name and photograph publicized.*

Checklist
· Completed application form
· 250-word letter, describing your eligibility as a worthy recipient of the Kevin ‘Lunk’ Wirachowski Award. 
· Two Letters of reference from two individuals named in your application. One must be involved with you in Rugby.
· Attach a photo in .jpg format. Wearing a rugby jersey in the photo is preferred, but not required. 


Liam Geddes Memorial Award


Name:                       	Liam Geddes Memorial Award
Category:		Students, By Nomination
Value:                         	$1,000
Available:                	1
Due Date:                	August 1st, 2026
Organization:               Canadian Rugby Foundation
Address:               	709 Yates St
PO Box 8003
Victoria, BC
V8W 3R7
Website:                         Liam Geddes Memorial Award 
Email:                            Colin Geddes: colingeddes59@gmail.com 
Summary:                

Liam David Geddes was a back row forward for the Queen's Gaels who helped the team win OUA gold in 2018 and 2019 and silver in 2021, competing at the CUMRC three times. Known for his kind heart, quick wit, and bear hugs that made everyone feel welcome, he was as generous off the pitch as he was tenacious on it. Established in 2022, the Liam Geddes Memorial Award is presented annually to the outstanding back row player at the Canadian University Men's Rugby Championship, selected by the CUMRC All-Star panel for tackles, breakdown work, offloads, and the relentless quality Liam brought every time he played.

Selection Process: The selection of the Award winner will be made by the CUMRC player selection panel choosing the tournament All Stars.

Metrics to be considered for selection include:
· Number of tackles and completion percent
· Number of breakdown steals / Number of turnovers created
· Number of offloads.

And additional traits are:
· Cross covering ability.
· Line out support and/or jumping
· Fit, strong, athletic
· Tenacious, hardworking, tough
· Good basic skills, tough in contact
· Good tackler and disruptive in the breakdown
· “PITA” (pain in the ass) to their opponents






Howard and Marina Gerwing Award


Name:                       	Howard and Marina Gerwing Award
Category:		Students, By Nomination
Value:                         	$1,500
Available:                	2
Due Date:                	August 1st, 2026
Organization:               Canadian Rugby Foundation
Address:                	709 Yates St
PO Box 8003
Victoria, BC
V8W 3R7
Website:                       Howard and Marina Gerwing Award 
Email:                           Liz Steward: lizsteward9@gmail.com 
Summary:                

Howard Gerwing was the first coach of the UVic Vikings, leading them on three international tours including a historic match against Yugoslavia in 1978, and co-founding UVic's first rugby scholarship fund. Marina opened their home on Palmer Road as a clubhouse and refuge for generations of players. Together, they believed deeply in the connection between rugby and education. Established in their memory, this award supports rugby players from the Cowichan Valley enrolled in a Canadian post-secondary institution — one of the country's most storied rugby regions, and one the Gerwings helped shape.

Eligibility: 

A rugby player from the Cowichan Valley: 
· Enrolled in a full-time degree (graduate or undergraduate), diploma or certificate program at a Canadian college or university for the academic year commencing in the year in which the scholarship is granted. Including students commencing in the Fall semester. 














Paul ‘Koby’ Kobayashi Memorial Award


Name:                       	Paul ‘Koby’ Kobayashi Memorial Award
Category:		Students, By Application, By Nomination
Value:                         	$500
Available:                	2
Due Date:                	August 1st, 2026
Organization:               Canadian Rugby Foundation
Address:                	709 Yates St
PO Box 8003
Victoria, BC
V8W 3R7
Website:                       Paul Kobayashi Memorial Award 
Email:                           Cindy Kobayashi: kobymemorialfund@gmail.com
Summary:                

Paul "Koby" Kobayashi found his brotherhood through rugby with the Campion Grads in Regina, and the game carried him through some of his most difficult times. Created by his family to honour his memory and love of the sport, this fund offers two awards. The Koby Leadership Award recognizes a current Campion Grads player who leads by example, welcomes new players, and earns the respect of teammates and opponents alike. The Koby Excellence Award supports an RRU player selected for provincial or national competition who demonstrates commitment to their team and community — with priority given to those with limited financial means.

Koby Leadership Award ($500)
Selection Criteria:
· Current player of the Campion Grads
· Shows commitment and dedication to the Campion Grads RFC, the RRU and the broader rugby community
· Demonstrates leadership on and off the field
· Supports new players, making everyone feel welcome and valued
· Is respectful of, and respected by, teammates, opponents, coaches, and referees
Nomination Process:
1. Submit either a letter of recommendation or a video explaining why the nominee is deserving of the award. Include how they exhibit the qualities outlined in the selection criteria
2. Provide the name, phone and email contact information of two other references who may be contacted to support the References must include at least one current or former Grads player or coach.

Koby Excellence Award (Amount TBD)
Selection Criteria:
· Current player in one of the men’s or women’s RRU clubs.
· Has been selected for a provincial or national team or is attending a recruitment program or I.D. Camp.
· Shows commitment and dedication to their team(s), the RRU, and the broader rugby community.
· Priority will be given to applicants who have limited financial means and support to participate, whereby this award would make it possible for them to attend.
Application Process:
1. Submit a letter, not more than 350 words, describing the reasons why you would be a worthy recipient of this award and how the award will benefit you. Include your contributions to the rugby community, other volunteer or community activities, your accomplishments, and future goals.
2. Attach two letters of reference supporting your application. One must be a rugby teammate or coach.
3. Email the above items to kobymemorialfund@gmail.com 

Rick Bourne Rugby Award


Name:                       	Rick Bourne Rugby Award
Category:		Students, By Application
Value:                         	$2,000
Available:                	1
Due Date:                	June 1st, 2026, at 4pm 
Organization:               Canadian Rugby Foundation
Address:                	709 Yates St
PO Box 8003
Victoria, BC
V8W 3R7
Website:                       ____________________ 
Email:                          Aaron Abrams: aaron_d_abrams@hotmail.com
Summary:                

Rick Bourne has given over six decades to Canadian rugby, as a player with UBC and BC Representative teams, as President of the UBC Old Boys Ravens, and as one of the Foundation's most generous donors and fundraisers, raising over $650,000 for rugby programs through Langara fishing trips and challenges. Inducted into the Rugby Canada Hall of Fame in 2023, Rick established this $2,000 annual award to support the next generation. Open to student-athletes aged 17–24 enrolled in a Canadian post-secondary institution, it recognizes active rugby participation, community contribution, and the same commitment to the game that has defined Rick Bourne's remarkable career.

Eligibility: 

1. Rugby Participation: Applicants must be students actively participating in rugby in Canada. Whether involved in club or university rugby, the award is open to individuals dedicated to the sport.
2. Age Requirement: Applicants must be between 17 and 24 years of age.
3. Academic Enrollment: Applicants must be enrolled in a full-time or part-time degree (graduate or undergraduate), diploma or certificate program at a Canadian college or university. The program should commence in the academic year for which the award is granted.

Checklist
1. Submit a completed application form from the Canadian Rugby Foundation.
2. Attach a letter, not more than 250 words, describing the reasons why you would be a worthy recipient of the Rick Bourne Rugby Award. 
3. Attach two letters of reference from two individuals named in your application. One must be involved with you in Rugby.
4. Attach a photo in .jpg format. Wearing a rugby jersey in the photo is preferred but not required.
5. Verification of enrollment. 



Stampede 7's Award


Name:                       	Stampede 7’s Award
Category:		Students, By Application
Value:                         	$1000
Available:                	2
Due Date:                	First Monday of September
Organization:               Canadian Rugby Foundation
Address:                	709 Yates St
PO Box 8003
Victoria, BC
V8W 3R7
Website:                       ____________________ 
Email:                          Jamal Denny: jayroodenny@gmail.com 
Summary:                

The Calgary Stampede Sevens, held during Calgary's famous Stampede, is one of Canada's premier 7s tournaments, marking 63 years in 2025. Past champions have included touring U.K. sides, Fijian nationals, and Canadian and American internationals, with divisions spanning Social, Premier, High School, U15, U13, and Masters. Established in April 2025 by the Stampede 7's Alberta Rugby Society, this award supports outstanding graduating high school players transitioning into post-secondary education, recognizing both on-field performance and dedication to the rugby community.

Eligibility: 

· Grade 12 student (in graduating year)
· Enrolled in a post-secondary institution with a program starting before February
· Actively involved in the rugby community
· Participation, leadership, sportsmanship, and impact on the rugby community will be evaluated for each applicant
Checklist
· Completed application form
· Personal statement, 500-750-word letter, describing your rugby journey, involvement in the rugby community, how rugby has shaped you, and how this award will support your academic and athletic aspirations.
· Proof of post-secondary enrollment
· 2 reference letters (1 related to rugby), with contact info.








Steven Batie Award


Name:                       	Steven Batie Memorial Award
Category:		Students/General, By Application
Value:                         	2 Awards, $500 ea.
Available:                	To be awarded to one or more award winners
Due Date:                	UVic award: Jan 31st, Burnaby Lake award: March 31st
Organization:               Canadian Rugby Foundation
Address:                	709 Yates St
PO Box 8003
Victoria, BC
V8W 3R7
Website:                        ____________________ 
Email:                           Aaron Takel: aarontakel@gmail.com 
Summary:                

Steven Batie was a leader and beloved teammate across 25 years in Canadian rugby — playing for the Ladysmith Secondary Blues, the Nanaimo Hornets, six years with the UVic Vikes under mentor Doug Tate, and 15 years with Burnaby Lake, where he also coached and trained players pursuing representative selection. He represented the Mid Island Tsunami, BC at all levels, and Canada's U21 Men's World Cup Team. Established by his family in 2021, this award honours Steven's tenacity and warmth, supporting one Burnaby Lake and one UVic player each year who carry forward the words his father said to him before every game: 
Play Hard. Play Safe. And Have Fun.

Eligibility: 
2 awards will be gifted annually to:
· One member of Burnaby Lake Rugby Club Men’s, Women’s or Junior teams
· One member from the University of Victoria Men’s rugby teams

Selection Criteria:
Award winners will be players that have displayed the values that Steve brought to the game of rugby.
· Award winner will have consistently shown the following values as a member of Burnaby Lake Rugby Club or University of Victoria men’s rugby teams. 
· Commitment: someone who is committed to leadership both on and off the field
· Generosity: someone who looks out for the wellbeing of their teammates
· Kindness: someone who makes others feels welcome and comfortable around the team
Checklist
· The application should be in either writing or a video format
· Explain the nominated is a good candidate and meets the eligibility requirements and selection criteria (one or more examples of when the player has met one or more of Steve’s values).






Thomas Family Award Fund


Name:                       	Thomas Family Award Fund
Category:		Students, By Application
Value:                         	TBD
Available:                	1 or more
Due Date:                	September 1st, 2026 at 4pm PST
Organization:               Canadian Rugby Foundation
Address:                	709 Yates St
PO Box 8003
Victoria, BC
V8W 3R7
Website:                        Thomas Family Award Fund 
Email:                            awards@canadianrugbyfoundation.ca 
Summary: 

Grenville Thomas was among the very first to believe in what the Canadian Rugby Foundation could become — and among the first to put his hand up to make it happen. A Welsh-born engineer who emigrated to Canada and found in both his adopted country and the sport of rugby a deep source of joy and belonging, Thomas made the initial pledge that helped bring the Foundation to life in 2003. That founding support encouraged others to follow, setting the tone for the culture of generosity that has defined the Foundation ever since. The Thomas Family Award Fund honours that legacy, supporting Canadian student-athletes who are actively involved in the game of rugby as they pursue their academic goals.

Eligibility
· Any male or female student currently playing rugby in Canada
· Between 17 and 21 years of age as of the end of September of the award year
· Enrolled in a full-time degree, diploma or certificate program at a Canadian college or university. Students commencing their studies in the Fall are eligible

Checklist
· A completed application form (available at canadianrugbyfoundation.ca)
· A letter of not more than 250 words describing why you would be a worthy recipient. Include your rugby community contributions, volunteer activities, academic achievements, most important accomplishments and future goals
· Submit your letter as a PDF: Personal - Your Name - Name of Award DayMonthYear.pdf
· Two letters of reference. One must be from someone involved in the sport of rugby
· Electronic photograph e-mailed to cdnrugbyfoundation.financial@gmail.com (jersey preferred but not required)

