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CRF FOOTPRINT EXPANDS TO 88 FUNDS IN 8 PROVINCES

As of July 31, 2025, we now have 88 funds, a 76% increase from the  50 funds we 

had  in March 2021. A complete list is here.
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O Canada!

South Canada Territories

BURFC (Bishops) 
Alumni 
Endowment Fund

Lone Oak Legends 
Capital Fund

MGRP Capital 
Fund

Rugby Alberta 
Endowment Fund

SABRFC Alumni 
Endowment Fund

Stampede 7s 
Award Fund

Toronto Saracens 
Alumni Fund

NEW FUNDS IN 2025

Included in our 88 funds are these 7 new funds established in 2025

An additional 15 potential funds are in the discussion stages. Any prospective 
new  funds in Nova Scotia and PEI to round out the provinces? 

https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/
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2024 ANNUAL REPORT UPDATE
The 2024 Annual Report has now been updated and is posted here. FINAL 

financial statements from our accountants are due any moment now, and will 

be posted on our website when available.

CANADAHELPS.ORG DONATION ISSUES
You may have noticed that your one-time (vs. monthly subscription) donations 

were allocated to the FoundationΩs Unrestricted Fund in June/July  on the 

CanadaHelps.org website.

We made CanadaHelps aware of this problem and they assure us this has now 

been corrected and that your donations have been correctly allocated now. 

Meanwhile, this should not affect the tax receipts being generated.

Donations made by cheque, bank wire and EFT were not affected, though 

there remains a threat of a Canada Post strike, so donations by cheque should 

be avoided if possible.

UPDATES TO FUND MEMORANDA OF 
AGREEMENT
Updating of all of the FoundationΩs FundsΩ MOAs continues. Fund 
representatives can expect a request to review, revise and approve their 
FundΩs MOA in the FoundationΩs now standard format and language, and 
incorporating recent Board of Directors decisions,  if they hadnΩt already 
updated their MOA recently.

VOTING MEMBERS
One of the key by-law changes made in 2022 allows for one representative 

from each Fund with a balance over the last two years of $100,000+ to be 

designated a voting member of the Foundation, and eligible to vote at the 

Annual General Meetings of the Canadian Rugby Foundation.

If your fund qualifies, please have an authorized fund sponsor executive send 

the name and contact information for your designated voting member to Jeff 

Chan

3

https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/rugby/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/2024-Annual-Report-FINAL-20250317.pdf
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/rugby/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/2024-Annual-Report-FINAL-20250317.pdf
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/rugby/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/2023-Annual-Report-20240715R.pdf
mailto::jeffachan@gmail.com
mailto::jeffachan@gmail.com
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UPCOMING DATES
Board Meetings and AGM
As noted in the Minutes from the April 1 Board meeting, there will be no Board 
meeting during the summer months. Should a need arise, urgent matters will be 
managed by the Executive Committee.

A Board meeting will be scheduled in mid-November, the latter in conjunction with 
the 2025 CUMRC Championship in Montreal. Specific date to be announced 
shortly, tentatively November 13, 2025.

WomenΩs Rugby World Cup hosted by England, Aug. 22 ςSept. 27

CUMRC hosted by ETS in Montreal, Nov. 12 ς16.

4

2025 YTD DASHBOARD

ASSETS

FUNDS

DONATIONS

DISBURSEMENTS (GRANTS)

2024

$22.06M

81

$1.2M

$1.2M

June 30, 2025

$22.09M

86*

$0.6M

$0.9M

* 88 as of July 31, 2025
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AWARDS FUNDS

This is a reminder that the Foundation has 26 funds that provide awards or 

scholarships to young rugby players attending or applying to Canadian universities 

and colleges. These include funds that are managed by the FoundationΩs Awards 

Committee chaired by Hans de Goede, and funds that were established by local rugby 

clubs or individuals and are managed by their respective Fund Representatives. 

Details on these Funds and Awards follow:

FOUNDATION AWARD FUNDS(Managed by and presented through the 
Canadian Rugby Foundation)
Å Courtenay Taaffe Award Fund
Å George Jones Award Fund
Å Thomas Family Award Fund
Å Quinn Lauridsen Memorial Award Fund
Å Lt. Colonel W.D.C. Holmes University Awards (For the Love of the Game Fund)

AWARD FUNDS(Managed and awarded by Foundation Award Funds - Click below)
Å Colette McAuley NSWT Award Fund
Å C.O.R.E. (Central Okanagan Rugby Enthusiasts)
Å Dave Huang Memorial Award Fund
Å David Burnett Memorial Award Fund
Å David Robinson Memorial Award Fund
Å Dennis Crawford Memorial Award Fund
Å Don Ennis Rugby Fund
Å Don Whidden Memorial Award Fund
Å Gerald McGavin Coaching Award(managed by BC Rugby Union)
Å Guelph Gryphons WomenΩs Rugby Award Fund
Å Jack Patrick & Nick Mathers & Tillman Briggs Family Awards Fund
Å John Cannon Memorial Award Fund
Å John Jones Memorial Award
Å Judy Seddon Memorial Award
Å Kevin ΨLunkΩ Wirachowski Award Fund
Å Liam Geddes Memorial Award Fund
Å Marina and Howard Gerwing Award
Å Paul ΨKobyΩ Kobayashi Memorial Award Fund
Å Rick Bourne Rugby Award Fund
Å Steven Batie Memorial Award Fund
Å Stampede 7s Award Fund

Deadlines for the awards are fast approaching, so please share this link with any 

deserving  individuals or their coaches so they can submit their application for 2025. 

We recently sent a reminder to all MenΩs and WomenΩs University Rugby Coaches so 

they can circulate awards news to their current and incoming players.

https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/awards/courtenay-taaffe-memorial-award/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/awards/courtenay-taaffe-memorial-award/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/awards/george-f-jones/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/awards/george-f-jones/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/awards/thomas-family/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/awards/thomas-family/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/quinn-lauridsen-memorial-award/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/quinn-lauridsen-memorial-award/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/awards/lt-colonel-w-d-c-holmes-university-awards/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/awards/lt-colonel-w-d-c-holmes-university-awards/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/scholarship/colette-mccauley-award/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/scholarship/colette-mccauley-award/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/club-funds/c-o-r-e-central-okanagan-rugby-enthusiasts/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/club-funds/c-o-r-e-central-okanagan-rugby-enthusiasts/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/awards/dave-huang-memorial-award-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/awards/dave-huang-memorial-award-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/david-burnett-memorial-scholarship-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/david-burnett-memorial-scholarship-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/awards/david-robinson-memorial-award-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/awards/david-robinson-memorial-award-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/dennis-crawford-memorial-scholarship/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/dennis-crawford-memorial-scholarship/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/don-ennis-award-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/don-ennis-award-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/don-whidden-memorial-match-officials-fund-announced/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/don-whidden-memorial-match-officials-fund-announced/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/scholarship/gerald-mcgavin/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/scholarship/gerald-mcgavin/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/guelph-gryphons-womens-rugby-award/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/guelph-gryphons-womens-rugby-award/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/guelph-gryphons-womens-rugby-award/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/guelph-gryphons-womens-rugby-award/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/scholarship/jack-patrick/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/scholarship/jack-patrick/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/awards/john-cannon-award/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/awards/john-cannon-award/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/scholarship/john-jones/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/scholarship/john-jones/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/judy-seddon-memorial-scholarship/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/judy-seddon-memorial-scholarship/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/awards/kevin-wirachowski-award-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/awards/kevin-wirachowski-award-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/awards/kevin-wirachowski-award-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/awards/kevin-wirachowski-award-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/awards/kevin-wirachowski-award-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/awards/kevin-wirachowski-award-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/awards/liam-geddes-memorial-award-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/awards/liam-geddes-memorial-award-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/awards/howard-gerwing/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/awards/howard-gerwing/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/awards/paul-koby-kobayashi-memorial-award-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/awards/paul-koby-kobayashi-memorial-award-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/awards/paul-koby-kobayashi-memorial-award-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/awards/paul-koby-kobayashi-memorial-award-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/awards/paul-koby-kobayashi-memorial-award-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/awards/paul-koby-kobayashi-memorial-award-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/rick-bourne-rugby-award-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/rick-bourne-rugby-award-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/steven-batie-memorial-fund-2/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/steven-batie-memorial-fund-2/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/awards/stampede-7s-award-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/awards/stampede-7s-award-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/awards/stampede-7s-award-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/awards/stampede-7s-award-fund/
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UNRESTRICTED FUND

2025 STRATEGIC PRIORITIES - MENΩS HIGH-PERFORMANCE 

RUGBY - $40,000 & $10,000 GRANTS

1. 2025 Coast to Coast Cup tournament in Halifax. The fourth annual Coast-to-
Coast Cup returned to the Wanderer Grounds in Halifax, Nova Scotia on June 22, 
2025 and was supported by a $40,000 Grant from the CRF.. The high-
performance tournament featured emerging Canadian rugby talent on teams 
from across Canada. The hosts, the Atlantic Privateers, welcomed the Eastern 
Admirals, Ontario Blues and the Rugby Alberta Wolf Pack. In the final, the 
Atlantic Privateers put on a convincing win over the Ontario Blues. Photos by JR 
Fougere.

Replay of the championship match on The Rugby Network here:

2. Development grants  totalling $10,000 were made to the non-participating 

provincial rugby unions to strengthen provincial rugby performance and to 

support preparation for the 2026 Coast to Coast Cup which is planned to be a 

truly national, coast to coast championship.
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https://www.therugbynetwork.com/video/1b2de225-7055-4594-0916-08dc930766df
https://www.therugbynetwork.com/video/1b2de225-7055-4594-0916-08dc930766df
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UNRESTRICTED FUND

2025 STRATEGIC PRIORITIES - MENΩS HIGH-PERFORMANCE 

RUGBY (Continued) Photos by JR Fougere

Spoils of Victory: Atlantic Privateers
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UNRESTRICTED FUND

2025 STRATEGIC PRIORITIES - WOMENΩS HIGH-PERFORMANCE 

RUGBY - $40,000 GRANT

ln 2025, the CRF High Performance Women's Committee made grants  at three 
levels:

1. Quebec-Ontario Rugby Championship (QORC): This critical level of 
competition provides a platform for aspiring rugby athletes to practice and test 
their skills and game knowledge at the highest level possible in domestic 
competition. The organization of these foundational competitions is currently
being done by provincial organizations for the benefit of their athletes and 
programs. The size of the country, even from a regional perspective, demands 
significant financial investment.

Building on the existing success of the Quebec/Ontario Championship, this 
funding is an investment supporting this competition that continues to grow in 
stature and relevance to players and the National Team program. This 
competition begins in March. lt is a 7-game league involving 4 teams with the 
best womenΩs players in those 2 provinces.

This competition is regarded by the Rugby Canada National Women's team 
program as a pathway of selection for the national team and the Canada A team.
The investment in this competition is to be S15,000 for each of Rugby Ontario 
and Rugby Quebec to cover the expenses of targeted players from their 
respective provincial programs and clubs.
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UNRESTRICTED FUND

2025 STRATEGIC PRIORITIES - WOMENΩS HIGH-PERFORMANCE 

RUGBY (continued)
Photos from March, April & May 2025 with Quebec East and West, and Ontario East 

& West by Jeff Chan. QOR Championship ultimately won by Ontario East over Quebec 

East.

2. Blue-Gold Series $3,000 allocated to the BCRU 
in support of the Blue Gold Series. Working 
collaboratively with Rugby CanadaΩs Senior 
WomenΩs National Team Programming, BC Rugby 
hosted a 3-match series to prepare athletes with 
the 2025 WomenΩs Rugby World Cup taking place 
in England later this year.

The Series will see selected sides of the Island Blues and Mainland Golds battle 
it out across three games in Vancouver and Victoria. Island Blue won the series 
2-1, with an away win in Game #1 62-7, then a home win 41-24 in Game #2, and 
a loss on the road 24-29 in Game #3. VIDEO
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https://www.sportsphotoseh.com/Rugby/WOMENS-RUGBY
https://youtu.be/EABKG1mX7r4
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UNRESTRICTED FUND

2025 STRATEGIC PRIORITIES - WOMENΩS HIGH-PERFORMANCE 

RUGBY (continued)

3. WomenΩs Age Grade Select Camp: $7,000  grant allocated to Rugby Canada to aid 
with costs to arrange  the Next Gen WomenΩs 7s Top 32 Performance Camp 
involved two weeks of intense training and games over July 7-20 at Shawnigan Lake 
School for the Junior Pan American Games squad as well as Next Gen players and 
young talent identified through Rugby CanadaΩs age grade programming, provincial 
partners, and U SPORTS.

άThe bridge between our senior team and our Next Gen teams has been reinforced 
over the course of the camp this month,έ says Jocelyn Barrieau, Head Coach of 
CanadaΩs WomenΩs Sevens Team. άOver 32 players have definitely pushed each other 
in all areas of the 7s game and our U20 Junior PanAm team has gotten some great 
preparation for their upcoming competition. 12 coaches, with representation from 
coast to coast, worked alongside our national team coaches around attack and 
defence principles to help build and push our Canadian style of play. Overall, we are 
very happy with our Next Gen Summer Showcase and we look forward to seeing 
some of these players in the upcoming World Series.έ DETAILS
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CANADAΩS NEXT GEN WOMENΩS 7S 
TOP 32 PERFORMANCE CAMP
1.    Emily Clark - ON
2.    Olivia Sarabura - ON
3.    Larah Wright - AB
4.    Camille Arvin-Bérod - QC
5.    Brogan Mior - AB
6.    Ella O'Regan - BC
7.    Megan Allard - QC
8.    Vanessa Chiappetta - BC
9.    Savannah Bauder - BC
10. Aurora Bowie - ON
11. Ava Van Santen - BC
12. Eden Kilgour - ON
13. Tia Jordo - BC
14. Maddy Donnelly - ON
15. Rachel Cullum - ON
16. Justine Blatt-Janmatt - NS 

CANADAΩS NEXT GEN 
PROVINCIAL COACHES
1.    Darcy Patterson - BC
2.    Darrell Devine - ON/NL
3.    Emma Delory - NS
4.    Jessie-Anne Gibson - ON
5.    Julia Sugawara - BC
6.    Kate Pasic - ON
7.    Khalil Ajram - ON
8.    Lorissa Johnson - NB
9.    Rosalie Authier - QC
10. Shannon Atkins - PEI
11. Stephanie Chin - ON
12. Tahnee Grosskopf ς MB

17. Bomi Lawal - AB
18. Kiki Idowu - ON
19. Jiggy Schonfeld - ON
20. Olivia Newsome -  AB
21. Adia Pye - Victoria, BC
22. Zina Umeh - Calgary, AB
23. Ivy Poetker - Calgary, AB
24. Kennedi Stevenson - ON
25. Adelaide Holmes - ON
26. Charlotte Hilton - NS
27. Elle Douglas - SK
28. Kelsa Kempf - BC
29. Delphine Champagne - QC
30. Laruen Cheng -  ON
31. Guinevere O'Hara - ON
32. Grace Jenkins -  ON 

https://rugby.ca/en/news/2025/07/32-players-attended-rugby-canada-s-next-gen-women-s-7s-top-32-performance-camp
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UNRESTRICTED FUND

2025 STRATEGIC PRIORITIES - GRASSROOTS RUGBY SUPPORT

FletcherΩs Patrons Fund: Fueling Grassroots Rugby in Ontario! 

2025 Grants

Eastdale Collegiate Institute
Leveling up their game! Grant funds are set to revolutionize their training 
equipment. Crucially, this support will also empower students facing financial 
barriers to join and thrive and assist those aspiring to advance their rugby journey 
at the club level.  Their Girls and Boys teams are expanding to launch an inspiring 
all-ability team, opening doors for classes that educate talented kids with 
disabilities. The shopping list for success includes new balls, contact shields, contact 
wedges, tackling wheels, essential floor mats for winter training, sharp new 
uniforms, and valuable indoor dome time to keep the momentum going through 
winter programs.

Scarborough RFC
Get ready for the next generation! They're launching an exciting mini's program in 
2025, and this grant will be instrumental in welcoming even younger age groups 
into their vibrant rugby family. These funds are dedicated to acquiring mini-specific 
equipment, crafting the perfect, safe, and fun environment for their youngest 
players to fall in love with the game. The support doesn't stop there! It will also 
bolster their established U16/U18 teams and their formidable Senior Women's 
team, providing vital game day and practice equipment. 

Oshawa Vikings RFC
Going global! Their Mixed Ability Rugby Program is leveraging grant funds to 
prepare their teams for the prestigious IMART 2025 tournament in Spain. History in 
the making! The tour party will proudly include the first-ever Women's team to 
represent North America at this event.

Born from a dynamic collaboration between FletcherΩs 
Fields Ltd. and the Canadian Rugby Foundation, the 
FletcherΩs Patrons Fund stands as a powerful legacy, 
dedicated to igniting the passion for grassroots rugby 
across Ontario. Now celebrating its third successful year, 
the Fund has already supercharged the ambitions of high 
schools and clubs throughout Ontario by awarding seven 
grants, injecting a phenomenal $18,700 into the sport. 
Three grants were awarded in 2025

11
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UNRESTRICTED FUND

$5,000 Grant to BCRU to support 
the 2025 Provincial Rugby 
Championships

$10,000 Grant to Rugby Canada to 
support the 2025 U19 CRC hosted 
by Rugby Alberta

2025 STRATEGIC PRIORITIES - GRASSROOTS RUGBY SUPPORT

$20,000 Annual Grant to 
BC Grassroots Rugby 
Fund

$25,000 Annual Grant to 
Thunder Indigenous 
Rugby Fund
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UNRESTRICTED FUND

2025 UNIVERSITY COACHES AWARDS

Eight menΩs and  womenΩs Canadian university rugby head and assistant coaches 

comprised  the 2025 cadre attending the Crusaders International Academy 

Accelerator Coaching program from May 20 through May 31, 2025in Christchurch 

New Zealand. Each had their program fees plus room and board paid, and travel 

costs subsidized. 

2025 Coaches Awardees
Selected by the Canadian Rugby Foundation and funded by its Unrestricted Fund 
andFor the Love of the Game Fundare:

1. Adam Anshan Dalhousie U
2. Thibault Beudin U Montreal
3. Stuart Crowley Trinity Western U
4. Jayne IsherwoodU Calgary
5. Dave Luong Carleton U
6. Graeme Moffat U Lethbridge
7. James O'Neill U Calgary
8. Matt Parrish U Alberta

Congratulations to our  eight 2025 coaches, and for whatever influence they might 
have had on the Crusaders taking back their Super Rugby Pacific Championship in 
2025!

Stay tuned for the call for applications for the 2026 awards!

13

The 2025 Canadian Cadre All of the 2025 Crusaders Academy Coaches
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UNRESTRICTED FUND

2025 CANADIAN UNIVERSITY MENΩS RUGBY 

CHAMPIONSHIP (CUMRC)
Preparations are underway for the 2025 CUMRC hosted by ETS (École de 

technologie supérieure) in Montreal November 12-16, 2025. The ETS Piranhas are 

the defending CUMRC champions, having defeated the QueenΩs Gaels at the 2024 

championship hosted by the University of Ottawa.

CUMRC LANGARA FUND-RAISING AUCTION COMING SOON

Our long-standing CUMRC sponsor - Langara Fishing Adventures ς has once again 

donated a 3-4 day fishing trip for summer 2026. Our thanks go to LangaraΩs Rick 

Bourne, a CRF Director. An auction for this 2026 Langara Fishing Adventure will be 

posted as soon as the 2025 men's university rugby season starts.

The 2024 auction winners of the Langara trip for two were 
DavidAdshadeandMarkus Schnorbus who took their trip in June 2025. 

Said David: άThanks for continuing to be an unbelievable patron of Canadian rugby, 
and in this case, university rugby in particular.  This is a cause close to all of our 
hearts.  We had a fantastic trip and everything was in great shape.  The staff, as 
always, were fantastic, with a special shout out to Jake who took care of us on the 
dock (must be a rugby player ).έ   Looks like a great time guys!

14
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https://www.langara.com/
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MONTY HEALD SENIOR WOMENΩS FUND

The spring of 2025 saw our WomenΩs XV team back in action in the Pacific Four 
tournament as the defending Champions . Canada had finished first in the 2024 
tournament, beating New Zealand for the first time in program history and moving 
up the world Rugby Rankings to #2 for the first time since RWC 2014. The 2025 Pac 
4 was only slightly less successful, Canada going undefeated again, but this time 
tying the Black Ferns, and beating Australia and USA albeit with fewer bonus points 
than NZ, to finish second.

2025 RESULTS

2025 Pacific Four Series
ÅCanada 26, USA 14
ÅCanada 27, New Zealand 27
ÅCanada 45, Australia 7

2025 South Africa Tour
ÅCanada 50, South Africa 20
ÅCanada 33, South Africa 5

UPCOMING MATCHES
ÅAugust 1: Canada 42 USA 10 in Ottawa

ÅAugust  9: Canada vs. Ireland in Belfast

2025 RWC IN ENGLAND

ÅAugust 23: Pool B - Canada vs. Fiji at York
ÅAugust 30: Pool B - Canada vs. Wales at Manchester
ÅSeptember 6: Pool B - Canada vs. Scotland at Exeter
ÅSeptember 13&14: Quarter-finals
ÅSeptember 19&20: Semi-finals
ÅSeptember 27: Championship 15
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MONTY HEALD SENIOR WOMENΩS FUND 
(continued)

Two major fund-raising efforts are underway to support the WomenΩs Rugby tam 
in their quest to άWin Rugby World Cup 2025έ. 

1. The first is Rugby CanadaΩs campaign to raise $1 million. 

Donate today and help  make the Mission: Win Rugby World Cup 2025 a reality 
and be part of Canadian rugby history by supporting Canada's Women's Rugby 
Team in their journey to win the Rugby World Cup. 

2. The second is the Canadian Rugby FoundationΩs Monty 
Heald Sr. WomenΩs Fund which is the ongoing effort to raise money to 

support the Senior Women year-in and year-out.  This Fund made one of the 
earliest contributions ς a $150,000 grant - towards the Win World Cup campaign 
and continues to build a strong endowment to support womenΩs rugby into the 
future.

In addition, the FoundationΩs Captains Fund made a $15,000 grant to the Senior 
WomenΩs team and the Dick Ellis Memorial Fund will make a grant shortly to the 
Captain of the Senior WomenΩs team to be used at her discretion for the team.

To donate to the Monty Heald Fund, go HERE
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MONTY HEALD SENIOR WOMENΩS FUND 
(continued)

CANADA VS. USA ON AUGUST 1, 2025 (Photos by Jeff Chan)

In the next to last warmup to the Rugby World Cup, the Canada side easily defeated 
the USA 42-10 including 35 unanswered points to conclude the game in a dominant 
2nd half. PHOTOS
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https://www.sportsphotoseh.com/Rugby/WOMENS-RUGBY/WRugby-Canada-vs-USA-20250801
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MONTY HEALD SENIOR WOMENΩS FUND 
(continued)

CANADA VS. USA AUGUST 1, 2025 (Photos by Jeff Chan)
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MONTY HEALD SENIOR WOMENΩS FUND 
(continued)

RUGBY WORLD CUP ROSTER ANNOUNCED
The 32-women roster for the 2025 Rugby World Cup was announced

Details: 32-PLAYERS NAMED TO CANADAΩS SQUAD FOR RUGBY WORLD CUP 

IN ENGLAND

ItΩs US against THEM in England.
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https://rugby.ca/en/news/2025/07/32-players-named-to-canada-s-squad-for-rugby-world-cup-in-england
https://rugby.ca/en/news/2025/07/32-players-named-to-canada-s-squad-for-rugby-world-cup-in-england
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MENΩS AGEςGRADE RUGBY FUND (formerly the 
U20 Fund) - $50,000 Grant

U20 FUND NOW MENΩS AGE-GRADE RUGBY FUND

During 2025, to address the gap in funding of menΩs age-grade teams other than 
the U20 program, the mandate for the former U20 Supporters Fund was 
expanded to encompass all Rugby Canada MenΩs Age-grade teams and programs.

2025 Oceania Rugby U20s Challenge
A significant improvement was demonstrated by the U20 team vs. 2024 as they 
finished in 2nd place with a 2-1 record, losing only to host Fiji.
Å  Canada 44, Samoa 20
Å  Canada 24, Fiji 56
Å  Canada 57, Tonga 27
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MENΩS AGEςGRADE RUGBY (FORMERLY THE 
U20) FUND (continued)

2025 OCEANIA RUGBY U20s CHALLENGE SQUAD ROSTER

FORWARDS
Adam Doane (Sutton, ON) - University of Victoria / Aurora Barbarians 
Alexander Muir (Victoria, BC) - University College Dublin / UBCOB Ravens
Alistair Yeomans (Mississauga, ON) - University of Guelph / Mississauga Blues
Andrew Neveu (Uxbridge, ON) - Durham College / Oshawa Vikings RFC 
Angus Dewar (Vancouver, BC) - QueenΩs University / UBCOB Ravens
Austin Allen (Thornbury, ON) - Trent University / Georgian Bay Titans 
Ben Koolen (Banbury, ENG) - Bloxham School / Gloucester Rugby
Brighton Feldman (Langford, BC) - University of Victoria / Westshore RFC
Coen Quinn (Ottawa, ON) - QueenΩs University / Bytown Blues RFC 
Cole Harris (Uxbridge, ON) - Pacific Pride / Brock RFC 
Daragh Doyle (Quebec City, QC) - Clontarf FC
Elijah McQueen (Fergus, ON) ς UBC / Fergus Highland Rugby 
James Noftall (Conception Bay South, NL) ς UBC / Swilers RFC
Kaea Griffiths (Penzance, ENG) - Camborne RFC
Kyle Finan (Barnsley, ENG) - Leeds Beckett University / Red Deer Titans 
Liam Kinghorn (Calgary, AB) ς UBC / Calgary Irish 
Quinn Foley (Oakville, ON) - University of Guelph / Oakville Crusaders 
Simroy John (Clapham Heights Christ Church, BRB) - Shawnigan Lake School

BACKS
Daniel Muzaliwa (Cape Town, RSA) - University of Waterloo / Waterloo County 
Evan Davies (Toronto, ON) - Balmy Beach RFC 
Jimmy Leach (London, UK) - Brunel University 
Jonty Nicholas (Wiltshire, UK) - UBC
Joshua McIndoe (Victoria, BC) - University of Victoria / Greerton Marist Rugby 
Club
Kohl Kletke (Oakville, ON) - Western University / Oakville Crusaders 
Liam James (Vancouver, BC) ς UBC / UBCOB Ravens
Liam Turnbull (Vancouver, BC) - UBCOB Ravens
Matthew Bennett (Durban, RSA) - University of Victoria / Westshore RFC
Morgan Di Nardo (Toronto, ON) - University of Victoria
Reece Thompson (Minesing, ON) - University of Victoria / Barrie Rugby
Rowan Closs (Uxbridge, ON) - Brock Rugby Club 
Spencer Cotie (Victoria, BC) - University of Victoria / Castaway Wanderers 
Stephen Webb (Toronto, ON) ς UBC / Balmy Beach Rugby Club
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MENΩS AGEςGRADE RUGBY (FORMERLY THE 
U20) FUND

U18 & U19 PROGRAMS

MENΩS U18 TEAM
Rugby CanadaΩs 2025 U18 menΩs programming saw 87 players from across Canada 
attend a summer development camp at the University of Guelph.  Held over July 
1 to 7, the camp was led by Cory Hector (University of Guelph) and Didier Banse 
(UBC).  

U18 ς PROVINCIAL AND INTERNATIONAL TOURS
The BCRU Provincial Regional Championships for U19 players July 5th and 6th at 
Shawnigan Lake school are high-level matches between the four BC regions will 
be used to select a BC team to compete at the national U19 championship in 
Calgary from July 19-27. This was supported with a $5,000 Grant from the 
Foundation for the BC PRCs.

U19 CANADIAN RUGBY CHAMPIONSHIP (CRC) ς MEN
The 2025 Canadian U19 Rugby Championships took place July 20 ς 27 at Calgary 
Rugby Park. The 2025 CRCs were supported with a $10,000 grant from the 
Unrestricted Fund.

The winners of the MenΩs U19 CRC were the Ontario Blues with a 25-21 victory 
over the BC Bears. Photos by Ron Leblanc © RJ Photography
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MENΩS AGEςGRADE RUGBY (FORMERLY THE 
U20) FUND

U18 & U19 PROGRAM

DOG RIVER HOWLERS 2025 U18 GERMANY TOUR

23

Organized by the Howlers from June 26th to July 7th this U18 team played 3 
matches including a match against the German National U18 team. It included 
some of the best U18 players from BC and Western Canada. Long-time άfixtureέ 
in the Canadian rugby landscape, Karl Fix  raised money for the U18 tourΩs 
$137,000 budget  to alleviate the cost for parents/players. The Canadian Rugby 
Foundation made a $65,000 grant to the Howlers from the (former) U20 Fund 
when it appeared there would be no national U18 summer program.

Results
Å Canada 60, Berlin U18s  0 at Berlin
Å Canada 24, Baden-Württemberg U18s 17 at Heidelburg
Å Canada 24, Germany National U18s 15 at Heidelburg

Photos by Chris Graham
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WOMENΩS AGEςGRADE RUGBY FUND - $18,000 
GRANT

U20 WOMEN

24

Players got a bit of time off to go and see Ireland and have a bit of down time. 
Going into that second game, Ireland changed their squad. I think itΩs a sign of 
respect that they put out a stronger team. They had a number of capped 15s and 
sevens players. So the quality of the opposition was very good and we went out 
and performed extremely well. 

I think that our players learned a lot and I was very proud of their performance. 
The physicality of the game was a step up from the first game. There was some 
disappoint certainly after the game, but the learning was fantastic and the 
commitment was fantastic.έ

CanadaΩs U20 WomenΩs Rugby Team split a two-
game series against Ireland's U20 women's team, 
with the Irish squad winning 32-14 over Canada in 
the second of two friendlies in Dublin on May 17. 
This followed CanadaΩs 26-15 win over Ireland on 
May 10. άThe first game [against Ireland] was a 
really good solid game, a great way for us to get 
together and start off with a victory,έ said Head 
Coach Dean Murten. άIn the second week we 
continued to grow and train and develop team 
skills. 

https://rugby.ca/en/news/2025/03/28-players-named-to-canada-s-u20-women-s-rugby-team-for-may-ireland-tour
https://rugby.ca/en/news/2025/03/28-players-named-to-canada-s-u20-women-s-rugby-team-for-may-ireland-tour
https://rugby.ca/en/news/2025/03/28-players-named-to-canada-s-u20-women-s-rugby-team-for-may-ireland-tour
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WOMENΩS AGEςGRADE RUGBY FUND

CANADAΩS U20 WOMENΩS RUGBY vs IRELAND
TEAM ROSTER

STARTERS
1. Madeline Di Girolamo (Vaughan, ON) - University of Guelph / Aurora Barbarians
2. Kiki Idowu (Toronto, ON) - Toronto Scottish RFC / University of British Columbia
3. Brooke Rempel (Ariss, ON) - Brantford Harlequins / Brock University
4. Sierra Hasse (Saint-Lazare, QC) - SABRFC / Carleton University
5. Anya Prokopich (Surrey, BC) - Bayside RFC / University of British Columbia
6. Charli Helland (Vulcan, AB) - University of Lethbridge / Calgary Rams
7. Amber Edgerton (Uxbridge, ON) ς Oshawa Vikings / Durham College
8. Sarah (Jiggy) Schonfeld (Ottawa, ON) - QueenΩs University
9. Ava Ference (Shawnigan Lake, BC) - Harvard University / Cowichan Piggies RFC
10. Brooklyn Roddham (Langley, BC) - University of British Columbia
11. Adia Pye (Victoria, BC) - Castaway Wanderers / University of British Columbia 
12. Lana Dueck (Abbotsford, BC) - Abbotsford Rugby Club / University of British 
Columbia / Yale Secondary School 
13. Rachel Cullum (Ottawa, ON) - QueenΩs University / Kingston Panthers
14. Kennedi Stevenson (Georgetown, ON) - Brantford Harlequins
15. Adelaide Holmes (Waterloo, ON) - Guelph RFC / University of Guelph

FINISHERS
16. Jessica Postle (Comox, BC) ς Central Washington University
17. Heather Armstrong (Calgary, AB) - Calgary Hornets / University of Guelph
18. Eve Godin (Quebec City, QC) ς Notre-Dame CNDF / Université Laval
19. Alexis Dobson (Abbotsford, BC) - University of British Columbia
20. Guinevere OΩHara (Toronto, ON) - Aurora Barbarians / QueenΩs University
21. Sydney Pipe (Colborne, ON) - QueenΩs University / Oshawa Vikings
22. Nayka Goudreau (Saint-Prosper-de-Dorchester, QC) - Club de Rugby de 
Québec / Université Laval
23. Mya Koleba (Vernon, BC) - TORA / University of British Columbia
24. Elle Douglas (Saskatoon, SK) - Kirin RFC / University of Victoria
25. Fiona Day (Fall River, NS) - University of Ottawa
26. Charlotte Hilton (Fall River, NS) - Halifax Tars RFC / University of Victoria
27. Kelsa Kempf (Langley, BC) - Trinity Western University
28. Ivy Poetker (Calgary, AB) - Calgary Rams / Westshore RFC / University of 
Victoria
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WOMENΩS AGEςGRADE RUGBY FUND

2025 JUNIOR PAN AM GAMES 7s ς WOMENΩS U20
Rugby Canada will participate in the Asunción 2025 Junior Pan American Games 
in Paraguay from August 9-23. No Canadian 7s team was selected.

JUNIOR PAN AM U20 WOMENΩS 7S ROSTER

Bomi Lawal (Calgary, AB) ς Calgary Canadian Irish Rugby Club
Kiki Idowu (Toronto, ON) ς Toronto Scottish/UBC Thunderbirds
Sarah (Jiggy) Schonfeld (Ottawa, ON) ς Kingston Panthers
Olivia Newsome (Calgary, AB) ς Lanark Highlanders / Calgary Saints
Adia Pye (Victoria, BC) ς UBC Thunderbirds
Zina Umeh (Calgary, AB) ς Canucks Rugby Club
Ivy Poetker (Calgary, AB) ς Calgary Rams
Kennedi Stevenson (Georgetown, ON) ς Brantford Harlequins
Adelaide Holmes (Waterloo, ON) ς Guelph RFC
Charlotte Hilton (Fall River, NS) ς Halifax Tars FC
Elle Douglas (Saskatoon, SK) ς UVic Vikes
Kelsa Kempf (Langley, BC) ς Trinity Western University
Non-Travelling Alternates 
Delphine Champagne (Québec City, QC) ς Club de Rugby de Québec
Lauren Cheng (Toronto, ON) ς Aurora Barbarians
Guinevere OΩHara (Toronto, ON) ς Aurora Barbarians
Grace Jenkins (Port Hope, ON) ς Oshawa Vikings
Coaches 
Brittany Waters (Vancouver, BC) ς Head Coach
Robin MacDowell (Cowichan Bay, BC) ς Assistant Coach
Support Staff 
Aiyana Grubac (Cedar, BC) ς Medical
Clarence Gay (Ajax, ON) ς Strength & Conditioning Coach
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WOMENΩS AGEςGRADE RUGBY FUND
U18 & U19 PROGRAMS

U18 Women
Coaches Jenn Russell and Chelsea Ross will visit the provinces to assist with talent 
identification and development work with the purpose of supporting the 
provinces in their preparation for and participation in the 2025 Canada Summer 
Games (which is a U18 womenΩs and U20 menΩs competition).

U19 CANADIAN RUGBY CHAMPIONSHIP (CRC) - WOMEN

27

The winners of the WomenΩs U19 CRC were the BC Bearss with a 17-10 victory 
over the Ontario Blues. Photos by Ron Leblanc  ©RJ Photography
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AURORA BARBARIANS RFC FFL LEGACY FUND
The Aurora Barbarians RFC in partnership with the Corporation of the Town of 

Aurora, ON are well on the way to completing their new field in the SheppardΩs 

Bush area of Aurora adjacent to an existing turf field. A fitting way to cap off the 

clubΩs 75th Anniversary indeed, which was celebrated July 11 with a Golf 

Tournament, and July 12 with the Barbs ΨHall of Fame Dinner.

The field is leveled  and ready for the turf  to be laid by the end of July.  

Grandstands and change rooms are in place.

 

We are expecting to be on the field by late August or Sept and hope to host 2025 

MCCORMICK cup playoff games there. Our official grand opening will probably be 

in spring 2026 to allow us to put up finished signage, and complete landscaping.
28
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BRANTFORD HARLEQUINS CAPITAL FUND

These celebrations are a testament to the enduring spirit of rugby in Brantford 
and the generations of players, volunteers, and supporters who have built our 
legacy.

This season, we are honoured to be hosting both the OWL Cup and the 
McCormick Cup, bringing together top-level provincial rugby talent and 
showcasing our facility and community to teams from across Ontario.

ÅAugust 8th ς OWL Cup and U18 Girls Provincial Cup
ÅOctober 4th ς McCormick Cup

It has also been a year of reflection, as we mourn the loss of two pillars of our 
club:

Their contributions to the game and to our club will never be forgotten.
As we honour our past and celebrate the present, the Harlequins remain 
committed to building the future of rugby, both on and off the field.

The Brantford Harlequins Rugby Football Club is proud to celebrate two major 
milestones this year: our 75th Anniversary as a club (celebrated on June 21&22)  
and the 50th Anniversary of the opening of our home grounds at George Jones 
Fields.

ÅKen Courser, a former club president, Rugby Ontario 
Hall of Fame member, and a 2003 McCormick Cup 
champion with the Harlequins. KenΩs leadership and 
passion left a lasting impact on rugby in Ontario.

ÅDavid Goodrow, former club president and long-time 
senior menΩs coach, whose commitment to player 
development and club culture helped shape countless 
athletes and leaders.

75th

Anniversary
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BURFC ALUMNI ENDOWMENT FUND

Great news for this new fund at Bishops, supporting both the MenΩs and WomenΩs 

Rugby programs! 

άWe are excited to announce that through the generosity of Roger Hardy & The 

Hardy Family Foundation, every dollar donated to the Alumni Endowment Fund up 

to $100,000.00 will be matched this year! This means that your gift will go twice as 

far helping to ensure the long-term success and sustainability of the BURFC 

program. 

We're deeply grateful to Roger for this show of support as he has done in the past. 

Roger is a member of the 1992 team that was inducted into the Sports Hall of 

Fame pictured here.
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BURFC ALUMNI ENDOWMENT FUND 

(continued)

At the August 1 Canada-USA Sr. WomenΩs rugby match in Ottawa, the Bishops 

Rugby alumni gathered for what has become an annual event with both 

fellowship and fund-raising the goal.

As you can see, a good time was had by all. (Photos from Peter Ratcliffe, Omar 

Tareen, and Jeff Chan)

If you have any questions about the endowment fund, or the matching offer, 

please contact Peter Frettcliffe or Omar Tareen. Go HERE to make a donation.

Thanks,

Co-Chairs, BU RFC Alumni Endowment Fund
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CASTAWAY WANDERERS RFC FUND

Castaway Wanderers RFC saw a super excited group of 15 under 16 young ladies 

compete in a major Sevens Tournament held in Florida April 17-21. The reports 

from this mini tour were outstanding and to a person, the experiences had major 

impact on every tourist. 

The CWRFC endowment fund vested with the Canadian Rugby Foundation offered 

some financial assistance to the tour organizers as the players worked very hard 

raining funds for this experience and even designing their tour jerseys! The team 

saw early morning action starting with a test against USA West, a representative 

team out of Denver. Next up the team faced Eastern Ontario RU, a regional team 

covering the area of Trenton, Kingston, Ottawa and Ontario Eastern Townships. 

The third match was against the Toronto Rugby Union where the CW players hit 

their pace. A solid team effort gave them their first win of the tournament. The 

final match of the day was against Barrie RFC, which turned out to be another 

regional team composed of selected players from around the Barrie Ontario 

Region. At the end of the first day our record was 1 - 3, and the team dramatically 

improving every game. 

Saturday was cross-pool play. CW's first game was against the New Brunswick 

Spruce, a rep team from Fredericton. In the dying seconds to tie the game, CW 

managed to score and convert for the win. The next match was against Upright 

Rugby Academy out of Oakville. A very fast Upright team capitalised on a couple of 

CW handling errors and was up 17-10 at the half. In the second half the CW backs 

found the holes and overlaps supported by some selfless defensive play which led 

to the final tally 24-25 for CW. CWΩs record was 3-3, and a respectable 10th place 

finish in the 15 team U16G division, one of three club teams in a division 

composed mostly of academy and regional representative teams. 
32
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CASTAWAY WANDERERS RFC FUND (continued)

Castaway Wanderers RFC held a Celebration of Life on May 24, 2025 for their club 

άAtlasέ - the individual who held up our club for three decades and was known to 

all who knew him as the άFixer.έ Brent Johnston had major influence on his club 

and on his sport both locally and nationally. His quiet, diligent άalways there 

because every day is a rugby dayέ service is unparalleled. He is deeply missed.

33

Saturday was cross-pool play. CW's first game was against the New Brunswick 
Spruce, a rep team from Fredericton. In the dying seconds to tie the game, CW 
managed to score and convert for the win. The next match was against Upright 
Rugby Academy out of Oakville. A very fast Upright team capitalised on a couple 
of CW handling errors and was up 17-10 at the half. In the second half the CW 
backs found the holes and overlaps supported by some selfless defensive play 
which led to the final tally 24-25 for CW. CWΩs record was 3-3, and a respectable 
10th place finish in the 15 team U16G division, one of three club teams in a 
division composed mostly of academy and regional representative teams. 
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MARKHAM IRISH MICRC LEGACY FUND

The Markham Irish Canadian Rugby Club was formed through the merging of the 

Markham Rugby Club and the Irish Canadian Rugby Club on January 30th, 2010. 

The Markham RFC was founded in 1980, and has competed in the Marshall and 

Keenan Divisions. The ICRC, founded in 1950, has an enviable record of cup and 

league success by its senior men and women teams. The combined clubs have a 

rich history of success at both senior and junior levels having won multiple 

Ontario Cups and League Championships. 

2025 thus marked a triple anniversary:

15th Anniversary for the current Markham Irish Canadian Rugby 

Club

45th Anniversary for the Markham Rugby Football Club

75th Anniversary of the Irish Canadian Rugby Club

and the club celebrated these anniversaries on the weekend of June 13-14.

15  
45  
75  
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MARKHAM IRISH MICRC LEGACY FUND 

(continued)

Highlights from the 75th Anniversary celebrations
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MONTREAL IRISH FUND

A Tribute to Jimmy Heaslip: Celebrating 90 Years of a Rugby 
Legend

This year, as we celebrate Jimmy Heaslip's 90th birthday, the Canadian Rugby 
Foundation joins the rugby community of Montreal in honouring a remarkable 
individual whose impact on the Montreal Irish Rugby Football Club (MIRFC) and the 
broader community is immeasurable.

Born in Galway, Ireland, Jimmy emigrated to Canada in 1956. His crowning glory, and 
the one he is most proud of, came in 1957 when he co-founded the Montreal Irish 
Rugby Club (MIRFC). This initiative successfully amalgamated the many smaller rugby 
teams in the Montreal area, creating a stronger, unified presence for the sport. Today, 
the MIRFC stands as the sole Quebec club to own its own grounds in Ste-Julie, 
purchased thanks to numerous "hops" which would make around $50 each, a lot of 
money at the time. Today, the MIRFC is recognised as one of the best clubs in the 
province and beyond, boasting numerous championships won by both male and 
female teams, and a burgeoning junior program.

Jimmy's commitment to rugby extends beyond the field. In 2012, he was awarded the 
Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal in recognition of his rugby activities. He 
was nominated for this prestigious medal by Massimo Pacetti, whom Jimmy had 
encouraged on the rugby field many years earlier. He also organised and resurrected 
the 2003 Victorian Order of Nurses (VON) golf tournament at Beaconsfield Golf Club, 
an event that raised an impressive $100,000. His most recent achievement, and one 
from which he derives great satisfaction, was in developing highly popular mini-rugby 
programmes for young children in Ste-Julie (2013) and Verdun (2014). 36
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MONTREAL IRISH FUND (continued)

A Tribute to Jimmy Heaslip: Celebrating 90 Years of a Rugby 
Legend (continued)

For the past fifty years, he has religiously attended the Canton rugby golf outing, 
another initiative that he was instrumental in starting, bringing together members 
of the Montreal, Toronto and Ottawa Irish rugby clubs for an annual meeting of 
the minds. 

Beyond his contributions to rugby, Jimmy founded United Acoustics, specialising in 
drywall and interior finishing and employing over 60 people. Together with 
another Irishmen, Ronan Kearney, he co-founded the Old Dublin Pub. He also 
launched the Chomedey Rowing Club, building on his knowledge of rowing from 
high school. In the mid-sixties, on Saturday afternoons, Jimmy was juggling his 
time between rowing and the rugby club, and making his presence felt equally in 
both.

In his personal life, Jimmy became a husband at 66, marrying Sandra the day 
before 9/11, and became a stepfather to Holly and Andrea. He is now a proud 
grandfather to Jamie and Spencer, who are both keen athletes. When asked if he 
had any regrets, Jimmy responded negatively, stating he had led a very fortunate 
life and was happy to continue to enjoy his family, the rugby club, golf, and work.

The Canadian Rugby Foundation together with the MIRFC extend its sincerest 
congratulations to Jimmy on this significant milestone. His passion, leadership, and 
unwavering dedication have left an indelible mark on the rugby community in 
Montreal and Canada. We also thank JimmyΩs company, United Acoustics, for their 
long-term donation support of the Canadian Rugby Foundation. 

Happy 90th Birthday, Jimmy! 
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NEW DIRECTORS
Rugby Ontario is pleased to announce the election and appointment of its new 
Board of Directors for the 2025-2026 term, including four newly elected 
Directors, the re-election of one returning Director, and the recent appointment 
of a Director to fill a vacancy resulting from the resignation of past Chair, Brian 
Crothers, in May 2025.

Introducing Our New Directors
ÅSean Rennie (Re-elected)
ÅJeff Chan
ÅClaude Germain

This slate of Directors joins existing Board members Marius Felix, Barb Gillie and 
Shelley Ince to round out the governance leadership group.  The Board has also 
confirmed its new executive officer positions:
ÅChair: Marius Felix
ÅVice Chair: Kyle Nichols
ÅTreasurer: Claude Germain
ÅSecretary: Barb Gillie

Board Chair Marius Felix (on left) at the Quebec-Ontario Rugby 
Championship in May with recently elected Director, Jeff Chan 
(on right).

ÅKyle Nichols
ÅDomenic Scuglia
ÅAlex Johnston (Appointed)

https://www.rugbyontario.com/2025/07/rugby-ontario-announces-new-board-of-directors/
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RUGBY ONTARIO FUND (continued)
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RUGBY ONTARIO CLUB ANNIVERSARIES

VIDEO HIGHLIGHTS:

1. Tribute to FletcherΩs Fields produced by Monilex / Gilbert Rugby Canada in 
partnership with Rugby Ontario and FletcherΩs Field Limited, two the CRFΩs 
largest funds.
 
2. Wrap-up video that showcases the Rugby Ontario Minor Festival event, 
which we deliver using a portion of our Rugby Ontario Fund.  It highlights our 
commitment to grassroots development and participation ς supporting the 
future stars of our sport!
 
3. Wrap-up of the Mixed Ability Rugby άAll In Rugby Cupέ.  This event brings 
together participants of all ages, abilities and experience for a truly inclusive day 
of rugby.  Again, our CRF funds directly supported the delivery of this event

ÁAurora Barbarians RFC ς 75th Anniversary
ÁBrantford Harlequins RFC ς 75th Anniversary
ÁToronto Nomads RFC ς 75th Anniversary
ÁBalmy Beach Rugby Club ς 70th Anniversary
ÁMarkham Irish Canadian Rugby Club (merged club anniversaries)

o Irish Canadian Rugby Club ς 75th Anniversary
o Markham RFC ς 45th Anniversary
o Markham Irish Canadian Rugby Club ς 15th Anniversary

Á  Eastern Ontario Rugby Union ς 45th Anniversary
Á  Cornwall RFC ς 20th Anniversary
Á  Petawawa-Pembroke and Valley RFC ς 10th Anniversary

https://youtu.be/9RrmZrZSndw?si=P9mjxMnpLOoyW0hV
https://youtu.be/9RrmZrZSndw?si=P9mjxMnpLOoyW0hV
https://youtu.be/9RrmZrZSndw?si=P9mjxMnpLOoyW0hV
https://youtu.be/1enVv7OjYt4?si=X8n38FyNmLojZumQ
https://youtu.be/0ijbXwJaDrM?si=G6nQim12pq33pi3j
https://youtu.be/0ijbXwJaDrM?si=G6nQim12pq33pi3j
https://youtu.be/0ijbXwJaDrM?si=G6nQim12pq33pi3j
https://youtu.be/0ijbXwJaDrM?si=G6nQim12pq33pi3j
https://youtu.be/0ijbXwJaDrM?si=G6nQim12pq33pi3j
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SAINT JOHN TROJANS RFC FUND
The Saint John Trojans Rugby Football Club, established in 1923, 
proudly holds the title of New BrunswickΩs oldest rugby club (102-
years strong) and stands as one of the most enduring sports 
institutions in Atlantic Canada. For over a century, the Trojans 
have been a cornerstone of the Saint John community, fostering a 
deep-rooted passion for rugby and cultivating generations of 
athletes, supporters, and lifelong friendships.

To date, just short of $200,000 has been raised and subsequently disbursed 
through the Saint John Trojans RFC Fund towards the new clubhouse which opened 
June 14, 2025 and which will enjoy its official opening on September 27th.

Additionally, much of the investment in the new clubhouse was in the nature of 
sweat equity as club members performed much of the construction work on the 
project.
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