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CHAIRΩS MESSAGE

Dear  Members, Donors, and our Canadian rugby 
community:

I am pleased to report on another great year for 
the Canadian Rugby Foundation.  Buoyed by a 
strong investment market and near record 
donations, our assets grew to a record of almost 
$23 million.

In the meantime, we disbursed close to $1 million 
in grants to various rugby initiatives, awards and 
programs and to our member rugby clubs and 
organizations for their annual operating expenses 
and capital expenditures. Also a record. 

-- Mike Holmes, Chair, Canadian Rugby Foundation
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I wish to thank all of our donors large and small . Our growing success would 
also not be possible without our team including executive director Jeff Chan, 
treasurer Jason Thomson, and financial administrator Breann King. 

Finally, many thanks to our Board of Directors and particularly those involved in 
committee work. 

HereΩs to an even more successful 2025, and years to come.
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CONGRATULATIONS

Congratulations to CRF Leaders

Congratulations to CRF Contributors Selected for the 
Rugby Canada Hall of Fame Class of 2024

Rugby CanadaΩs Hall of Fame Class of 2024 was announced on January 15, 2025. 
Among the very deserving new members were notable contributors to the 
Canadian Rugby Foundation:

Å Ed Fairhurst, major contributor to the Pacific Pride Fund, Fund 
Representative and donor

Å Colette McAuley, CRF Director, Fund Representative and donor
Å Barbara Mervin, past member of the CRF Awards Committee Fund 

Representative, and donor
Å Rick Powers, major contributor to the U20 Fund (now MenΩs Age-grade 

Rugby Fund) and Voting Member

Gareth Rees, a member of the CUMRC Board of 
Directors received the King Charles IIIΩs Coronation 
Medal from Bob Zimmer, MP for Prince George - 
Peace River - Northern Rockies at HSBC SVNS 
Vancouver for his incredible contributions and 
achievements with Rugby Canada. 

Rugby Canada Hall of Fame Announcement

Steve Swaffield, a Board member of Rugby 
Canada and the Canadian Rugby Foundation 
was also honoured to receive the King Charles 
III Coronation Medal from new BC Lieutenant 
Governor Wendy Lisogar-Cocchia.

https://rugby.ca/en/news/2025/01/rugby-canada-announces-hall-of-fame-class-of-2024
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NEW FUNDS

FOUNDATION UPDATE

Paul ΨKobyΩ Kobayashi 
Memorial Award Fund

For the Love of 
the Game Fund

NOTE: As of March 17, 2025 we have two more Funds for a total of 83 funds, with 18 more in 
varying stages of development.

During 2024, we established 9 new Funds, bringing the total to 81, an increase of 25% from the 65 funds 
at the end of 2021. The former Lt. Colonel WDC Holmes Fund was merged into the For the Love of the 
Game Fund and the U20 Fund was renamed the MenΩs Age-grade Rugby Fund. Click on the Fund names 
below for more details. ς Jeff Chan

Red Deer Titans 
Endowment Fund

Red Deer Titans 
Capital Fund

NEW IN 2024

YTD IN 2025

Lone Oak Legends 
Fund

Peterborough 
Rugby Endowment 
Fund

BU (Bishops) RFC Alumni 
Endowment Fund

Don Ennis Rugby 
Fund

Kevin ΨLunkέ 
Wirachowski Award 
Fund

Western WomenΩs 
Rugby Alumni Fund

Lone Oak Legends 
Capital Fund

https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/awards/paul-koby-kobayashi-memorial-award-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/awards/paul-koby-kobayashi-memorial-award-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/club-funds/for-the-love-of-the-game-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/club-funds/for-the-love-of-the-game-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/red-deer-titans-rfc-endowment-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/red-deer-titans-rfc-endowment-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/capital-funds/red-deer-titans-rfc-capital-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/capital-funds/red-deer-titans-rfc-capital-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/lone-oak-legends-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/lone-oak-legends-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/club-funds/peterborough-rugby-endowment-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/club-funds/peterborough-rugby-endowment-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/club-funds/peterborough-rugby-endowment-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/club-funds/bu-rfc-alumni-endowment-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/club-funds/bu-rfc-alumni-endowment-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/club-funds/don-ennis-rugby-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/club-funds/don-ennis-rugby-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/awards/kevin-wirachowski-award-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/awards/kevin-wirachowski-award-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/awards/kevin-wirachowski-award-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/club-funds/western-womens-rugby-alumni-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/support-a-fund/club-funds/western-womens-rugby-alumni-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/lone-oak-legends-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/lone-oak-legends-fund/
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MESSAGE FROM RUGBY CANADA

The end of 2024 marks the first full year of executing against Rugby CanadaΩs Strategic 
Plan 2024 ς 2027 and beyond.  During 2024 we saw the greatest number of 
international rugby fixtures on Canadian soil for decades, Olympic silver medals in 
Paris, growth in the active Canadian rugby community, and real progress in identifying 
and developing the next generation of Canadian rugby players. We would like to thank 
the Canadian Rugby Foundation for their support in donating over $150K toward our 
programs over the course of the year.

The CRF has continued its financial support of the Canada MenΩs U20 Rugby program. 
The MenΩs U20 Fund contributed $50K toward the costs of the squad of 36 players 
who attended a five-week intensive preparation camp hosted by our partners at 
Shawnigan Lake School, which culminated with two matches against USA 
U20s.  Through the additional initiative of Kevin Mahon, the CRF supplemented this 
support with additional donations totaling $50K from a group of valued 
supporters. This financial support enabled these young players to undertake this 
extended block of training under the guidance of U20 and Pacific Pride Head Coach 
Christiaan Esterhuizen. 

The Canadian U20 Women also benefitted from the CRFΩs support, receiving $10k from 
the WomenΩs Age Grade Fund led by trustees Duncan and Fiona McNaughton. This 
contribution directly supported the womenΩs tour to Wales for the inaugural 
Transatlantic Quad Series, which saw our U20 Women achieve a perfect record of 3-0, 
defeating the USA, England and Wales. The WomenΩs HP Fund also contributed $20.5K 
to support the Canada Selects successful tour of Spain in June and the Quebec Ontario 
Rugby Championship, providing high-level competition to the womenΩs domestic 
pathway.

We thank the Hong Kong & Olympic 7s Fund managed and supported by Randy 
Heward for the $13K donation which contributed around 50% of the costs of an 
additional training camp which aided our M7Ωs squadΩs efforts to prepare for the 
Olympic repechage tournament. 

The 2024 U19 MenΩs and WomenΩs Canadian Rugby Championships (CRCΩs) hosted by 
Rugby Nova Scotia in Wolfville received a $10K donation from the CRF which helped 
reduce costs for the ten participating teams. 

In addition to supporting our Rugby Canada National programs, we would like to 
acknowledge the CRFΩs generous support of the Canadian rugby community in getting 
behind so many other projects and initiatives. 

COURAGE | UNITY | FUN |RESPECT | INTEGRITY
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MESSAGE FROM RUGBY CANADA (Continued)

For 2025, Rugby CanadaΩs focus is set on sending our women to the Rugby World Cup 
in England with the best preparation possible - at number two in the world and 
operating on a fractional budget compared to our competition, CanadaΩs Women have 
a real chance of winning the World Cup. Of equal importance, we will look to support 
our menΩs qualification for the 2027 World Cup, which begins this August with a home 
test against the United States, kicking-off the Pacific Nations Cup.

Our teams need support to provide vital training time together to prepare them to be 
at their very best for these important competitions, which will have a significant 
impact on the future of our sport for years to come. For our womenΩs, weΩve launched 
our Mission to Win the World Cup campaign aimed at raising $1M, which would see 
their World Cup preparation budget increase from $2.6M to $3.6M. Even at the 
increased levels, we will be going into the World Cup with one of the smallest budgets 
in the entire tournament.  If we send our team off with the best possible preparation, 
we believe we have a team capable of being the very best in the world.

On behalf of everyone at Rugby Canada, we'd like to thank the Canadian Rugby 
Foundation for their continued support of Rugby Canada and our national programs.

Kind regards,

Nathan Bombrys
Chief Executive
Rugby Canada

Kathleen McGinn
Chair
Rugby Canada

COURAGE | UNITY | FUN |RESPECT | INTEGRITY

https://rugby.ca/en/news/2025/03/rugby-canada-launches-mission-win-rugby-world-cup-fundraising-campaign
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* Based on 2024 preliminary internal financials and final results 2004-2024 NOTE: Final 2024 financial 
statements are expected by late Spring when this annual report will be updated.

Canadian Rugby Foundation

Income Statement Jan 01, 2024 to Dec 31, 2024

REVENUE

Donation Revenue

Unrestricted Donations 12,253.76 

Restricted Donations 1,189,006.72 

Total Donation Revenue 1,201,260.48 

Interest on Investments - Fletcher 519,391.23 

Gain on sale- Fletcher. 28,345.60 

Gain (Loss) on FMV - Fletcher 988,890.74 

Total Fletcher investment Revenue 1,536,627.57 

Dividend Revenue 31,392.92 

Interest Revenue 347,667.22 

Gain on Sale 20,682.04 

FOREIGN INCOME -145,780.13

Gain (Loss) on fair value 626,057.80 

Total Investment Revenue 880,019.85 

Total Revenue 3,617,907.90 

TOTAL REVENUE 3,617,907.90 

EXPENSE

Disbursements

Donations-Gifts to Qualified Donees 1,226,823.21 

Life Insurance Policies 2,118.00 

Total Donation Expense 1,228,941.21 

Event Expense 21,067.62 

Event- Meals 2,310.00 

Total Event Expense 23,377.62 

Subcontractor - Financial Admin 36,593.00 

Subcontractor -Executive Director 56,949.15 

Loan Interest 10,963.86 

Legal & Accounting 10,678.30 

Office Administration 702.48 

Website 275.00 

Courier & Postage 191.97 

Interest & Bank Charges 1,264.29 

Insurance 2,032.00 

Investment Fees 43,263.40 

Fletcher Field Investment Fees 60,825.06 

Office Supplies 1,389.86 

Landline & Internet 497.96 

Total Administration Expense 132,084.18 

Total disbursements 1,477,945.16 

TOTAL EXPENSE 1,477,945.16 

NET INCOME 2,139,962.74 

Generated On: Mar 06, 2025
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2024 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Preliminary)
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* Based on 2024 preliminary internal financials and final results 2004-2024 NOTE: Final 2024 financial 
statements are expected by late Spring when this annual report will be updated.

Canadian Rugby Foundation

Balance Sheet As at Dec 31, 2024

 

ASSET

Current assets

CIBC Event Savings Account 15,648.99 

Leith Wheeler Currency Exchange 130,253.02 

CIBC - Operating Account 330,881.41 

Total cash 476,783.42 

GST/HST receivable 3,323.10 

Prepaid Expenses and Deposits 15,750.00 

Prepaid Expenses and Deposits 15,750.00 

Computer Equipment 1,045.52 

Accum Amort- Computer Equipment -1,045.52

Total current assets 22,056,423.53 

TOTAL ASSET 22,056,423.53 

LIABILITY

Current liabilities

Accounts Payable 114,762.48 

Accounts Payable 114,762.48 

LOAN 2018 $400,000.00 73,383.45 

Accrued Liabilities 7,000.00 

Subtotal Liabilities 7,000.00 

Total liablities 195,145.93 

TOTAL LIABILITY 195,145.93 

EQUITY

Net assets

Unrestricted Assets -1,289,113.26

Restricted Assets 1,289,113.26 

Member's Equity - Previous Years 19,721,314.86 

Current Earnings 2,139,962.74 

Total net assets 21,861,277.60 

TOTAL EQUITY 21,861,277.60 

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY 22,056,423.53 

Generated On: Mar 06, 2025
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* Based on 2024 preliminary internal financials and final results 2004-2024 NOTE: Final 2024 financial 
statements are expected by late Spring when this annual report will be updated.

TRENDING FINANCIAL METRICS 2004-2024*
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Annual and Cumulative Donations

Annual Donations Cumulative Donations
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Total Asset Growth

Since inception in 2004, the FoundationΩs assets have grown 50X with a notable spike at the end of 
2021 resulting from the FletcherΩs Fields donation and a 10.6% increase in 2024 over the past year to 
$22.1 million.

Since 2004, annual donations have totalled $23.2 million, and averaged $1.1 million. 2024Ωs 
donations of $1.2 million was the second greatest donation total in the FoundationΩs history (first 
when the 2021 FFL donation is excluded), and is a very encouraging indicator of our future 
growth. Five of the highest years of donation revenue have come in the last 6 years. 
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TRENDING FINANCIAL METRICS 2004-2024*
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While donations have been the primary driver of total revenue, investment revenue actually 
exceeded donations in 2010, 2013, 2016, 2023 and this year in 2024 but has experienced high 
volatility.

* Based on 2024 preliminary internal financials and final results 2004-2024 NOTE: Final 2024 financial 
statements are expected by late Spring when this annual report will be updated.
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TRENDING FINANCIAL METRICS 2004-2024*
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The Foundation has steadily managed down Administration expenses as a percent of Total Assets. 
Since 2013 this measure has averaged 1.1% It should be noted that in the early years of the 
FoundationΩs accounting (2004-2015), Investment Fees were bundled within Administration 
Expenses. Since 2022 after the significant increase in Assets with the FletcherΩs Fields donation, the 
percentage of Administration Expenses over Assets has leveled off at 0.5% versus our long-time goal 
of 1.0%. Admin expenses are only 3.06% of total revenues.

Gifts to Qualified Donees, or Disbursements have remained fairly constant year to year as the needs of 
our Fund sponsors change, decisions are made to reinvest interest earned on the FundsΩ assets, or 
major investments in Foundation initiatives are made. This changed in 2023 with the revised CRA 
Disbursement Quota rules and the FoundationΩs new payout policy, resulting in a significant increase in 
disbursements by our Funds which can be translated to increased financial contributions to rugby in 
Canada. Cumulative disbursements to Qualified Donees since 2004 have reached $5,482,770 in 2024. 
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OUR 81* FOUNDATION FUNDS

* As of December 31, 2024

Capital Funds (10)
Aurora Barbarians RFC Development Fund
Bayside RFC Clubhouse Campaign Fund
Burlington Centaurs Fund
Montreal Irish Capital Fund
Niagara Old Boys RFC Capital Fund
Red Deer Titans RFC Capital Fund
Saint John Trojans RFC Fund
Tillman Briggs (JBAA) Capital Fund
Twin Elm Rugby Park Renewal Fund
VIRU- Creighton Capital Fund

Unrestricted Fund (1)

Endowment Funds (40)
Ancient NorΩWesters Endowment Fund
Aurora Barbarians RFC FFL Fund
BC Grassroots Rugby Fund
Brampton RFC Fund
Brantford Harlequins RFC
Capilano Rugby Club Fund
Castaway Wanderers RFC Fund
Clansmen Legacy Fund
Crimson Tide Junior Fund
Deacy, Browne, Parfrey Fund
Don Ennis Rugby Fund
FletcherΩs Patrons Fund
For the Love of the Game Fund
Green and Gold Legacy Fund
Hamilton Hornets Rugby Fund
LeadHerShip Fund
Leprechaun Tiger RFC Legacy Fund
Lone Oak Legends Fund
Loyalists Legends Legacy Fund
Manitoba Rugby Endowment Fund
Marina and Howard Gerwing Award Fund
Markham Irish MICRC Legacy Fund
Meraloma Rugby Endowment Fund
Montreal Irish Fund
Peterborough Rugby Endowment Fund
Ravens Ripper Fund
Red Deer Titans RFC Endowment Fund
Rugby Ontario FFL Fund
Rugby Rumble Fund
Thomas Family Award Fund
Thunder Indigenous Rugby Fund
Toronto Nomads Rugby Endowment Fund
Toronto Saracens Legacy Fund
Toronto Scottish FFL Fund
Toronto Scottish RFC Fund
University Rugby Supporters Fund
Vikes MenΩs Rugby Supporters Fund
Western Mustangs MenΩs Rugby Fund
Western WomenΩs Rugby Alumni Fund
Westshore RFC Fund

Rugby Canada-Related Funds (8)
CaptainΩs Fund
Dick Ellis Memorial Fund
Hong Kong and Olympic 7s Fund
Les Voyageurs Fund
MenΩs Age-grade Rugby Fund
Monty Heald Senior National WomenΩs Fund
Pacific Pride Legacy Fund
WomenΩs Age-grade Rugby Fund

Awards Funds (22)
C.O.R.E. (Central Okanagan Rugby Enthusiasts) Fund
Colette McAuley NSWT Award Fund
Courtenay Taaffe Award Fund
Dave Huang Memorial Award Fund
David Burnett Memorial Award Fund
David Robinson Memorial Award Fund
Dennis Crawford Memorial Award Fund
Don Whidden Memorial Award Fund
George Jones Award Fund
Gerald McGavin Coaching Award Fund (BCRU)
Guelph Gryphons WomenΩs Rugby Award Fund
Jack Patrick and Nick Mather & Tillman Briggs Family 
John Cannon Award Fund
John Jones Memorial Award Fund
Judy Seddon Memorial Award Fund
Kevin ΨLunkΩ Wirachowski Award Fund
Liam Geddes Memorial Award Fund
Paul ΨKobyΩ Kobayashi Memorial Award Fund
Quinn Lauridsen Memorial Award Fund
Rick Bourne Rugby Award Fund
Steven Batie Memorial Award Fund
Strathcona Druids RFC Fund
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EXPANDING OUR FOOTPRINT TO 81 FUNDS IN 8 PROVINCES

37
11

1
25 3 2

11

ALBERTA
David Robinson Memorial Award Fund
Don Whidden Memorial Award Fund
Judy Seddon Memorial Award Fund
Strathcona Druids RFC Fund
Red Deer Titans RFC Capital Fund
Ancient NorΩWesters Endowment Fund
Clansmen Legacy Fund
For the Love of the Game Fund
Green and Gold Legacy Fund
Leprechaun Tiger RFC Legacy Fund
Red Deer Titans RFC Endowment Fund
BRITISH COLUMBIA
Courtenay Taaffe Award Fund
Dave Huang Memorial Award Fund
Dennis Crawford Memorial Award Fund
George Jones Award Fund
Gerald McGavin Coaching Award Fund
Jack Patrick & Nick Mather & Tillman 
Briggs
John Cannon Award Fund
Kevin ΨLunkΩ Wirachowski Award Fund
Quinn Lauridsen Memorial Award Fund
Rick Bourne Rugby Award Fund
Steven Batie Memorial Award Fund
C.O.R.E. Fund
Bayside RFC Clubhouse Campaign Fund
VIRU- Creighton Capital Fund
Tillman Briggs (JBAA) Capital Fund
Unrestricted Fund

David Burnett Memorial Award Fund
Guelph Gryphons WomenΩs Rugby 
    Award Fund
Liam Geddes Memorial Award Fund
Niagara Old Boys RFC Capital Fund
Aurora Barbarians RFC Development Fund
Twin Elm Rugby Park Renewal Fund
Burlington Centaurs Fund
Aurora Barbarians RFC FFL Fund
Brampton RFC Fund
Brantford Harlequins RFC
FletcherΩs Patrons Fund
Hamilton Hornets Rugby Fund
Markham Irish MICRC Legacy Fund
Peterborough Rugby Endowment Fund
Rugby Ontario FFL Fund 
Rugby Rumble Fund
Toronto Nomads Rugby Endowment Fund
Toronto Saracens Legacy Fund
Toronto Scottish FFL Fund
Toronto Scottish Rugby Football Club Fund
Western WomenΩs Rugby Alumni Fund
WomenΩs Age-grade Rugby Fund
QUEBEC
John Jones Memorial Award Fund  QC
Montreal Irish Capital Fund QC
Montreal Irish Fund QC
SASKATCHEWAN
Paul ΨKobyΩ Kobayashi Memorial Award 
Fund

Thunder Indigenous Rugby Fund
BC Grassroots Rugby Fund
Capilano Rugby Club Fund
Castaway Wanderers RFC Fund
Crimson Tide Junior Fund
Don Ennis Rugby Fund
LeadHerShip Fund
Lone Oak Legends Fund 
Marina & Howard Gerwing Award 
Fund
MenΩs Age-grade Rugby Fund
Meraloma Rugby Endowment Fund
Ravens Ripper Fund
Thomas Family Award Fund
University Rugby Supporters Fund
Vikes MenΩs Rugby Supporters Fund
Westshore RFC Fund
CaptainΩs Fund
Dick Ellis Memorial Fund
Hong Kong and Olympic 7s Fund 
Monty Heald Senior WomenΩs Fund
Pacific Pride Legacy Fund
MANITOBA
Manitoba Rugby Endowment Fund
NEW BRUNSWICK
Saint John Trojans RFC Fund
Loyalists Legends Legacy Fund
NEWFOUNDLAND
Deacy, Browne, Parfrey Fund
ONTARIO
Colette McAuley NSWT Award Fund

O Canada!

* As of December 31, 2024

South Canada Territories
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INVESTMENT COMMITTEE REPORT

INVESTMENT RETURNS AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2023

.

The Canadian Rugby Foundation's investment portfolio delivered strong results in 2024, reflecting a 
continuation of robust market conditions, particularly in North America. While volatility remained 
present due to macroeconomic uncertainties, the portfolio demonstrated resilience and strategic 
positioning. Below is a summary of the portfolioΩs performance, key takeaways, and outlook for 
2025.

1. Strong Portfolio Growth: The Canadian Rugby FoundationΩs portfolio achieved an annual 
return of 8.4%, outperforming its benchmark return of 6.8% over the same period. Long-term 
performance remains strong, with a 5-year annualized return of 8.4% since inception.

2. Equities Led Performance: The strongest contributions came from US equity investments, 
which returned 28.4% over the year, driven by gains in technology and financial sectors. 
Canadian equities underperformed the S&P/TSX Composite due to lack of exposure to Shopify.

3. Asset Allocation Strategy: The foundation maintained a diversified portfolio with 61.3% 
equities (25.0% Canadian, 30.5% US, 10.1% International), 28.5% investment-grade fixed 
income, and 4.4% high-yield bonds. Cash & short-term investments remained low at 1.4%.

4. Private Assets Growth: The foundation increased its allocation to private assets, with 
significant commitments to Brookfield Super-Core Infrastructure Partners and Blackstone 
Senior Direct Lending Fund for long-term diversification and steady cash flow.

5. Market Challenges & Inflation Concerns: While equity markets had a strong year, concerns 
remain around US trade tariffs, inflation, and rising geopolitical risks, which could increase 
volatility in 2025. Canadian bond yields declined, benefiting fixed-income investments.

6. Investment Strategy Adjustments: The foundation reduced positions in high-valuation US tech 
stocks and focused on value-driven opportunities such as Magna International, which is well-
positioned for an auto sector recovery.

7. Cautious Outlook for 2025: While economic uncertainty looms, the foundation remains 
committed to high-quality, financially stable businesses, with expectations of continued long-
term portfolio growth and income generation.

Portfolio Performance
The table below summarizes the annualized investment returns as of December 31, 2024:
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INVESTMENT COMMITTEE REPORT (Continued)

Asset Allocation
The portfolio remains well-diversified, with the following asset allocation as of December 31, 2024:

Overall returns by asset class are stable

Outlook for 2025

While 2024 was a year of strong market performance, 2025 is expected to bring increased volatility, 

primarily due to economic policy uncertainty, potential trade tariffs, and inflationary pressures. The 

investment strategy remains focused on high-quality businesses with strong balance sheets, and the 

portfolio remains well-positioned for long-term growth while mitigating downside risks.

--Jim Kellett , Chair, Investment Committee

Canadian Rugby Foundation
Annualized Asset Class Returns
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MENΩS AGE-GRADE RUGBY FUND REPORT

CANADA U20 MENΩS RUGBY TEAM

CanadaΩs U20 MenΩs Rugby program continued its development and evolution under the leadership of 

head coach Christiaan Esterhuizen in 2024. The program identified four key aims for their season:

¶ To provide a High-Performance player & team development experience

¶ To provide a safe, enjoyable and memorable experience the players would be proud of

¶ To identify players with the highest potential to advance into the Senior elite rugby pathway

¶ To qualify for the World Rugby U20 Trophy tournament

The program began with a four-week intensive high-performance camp at Shawnigan Lake School that 

led into two qualifying matches against the United States. 

A numerical summary of the program across the camp and qualification matches:

ω Camp days ς 31
ω Players on the initial longlist (March 2024) - 105
ω Players at the training camp - 34
ω Practical on-field sessions - 30
ωGym sessions - 14
ωOff-field sessions/player meetings - 30
ω Players used across the two matches ς 27 (note 2 players injured during camp and were unavailable 

for the US matches)

The U20 Supporters Fund has been renamed the MenΩs Age-grade Rugby Fund 

to reflect the fact that several age-grade teams (U18 and U19) in addition to the 

U20s have been supported by the Fund over recent years. 

It should be noted that a separate Pacific Pride Legacy Fund supports the Pacific 

Pride, which is itself highly integrated with the U20 team.



CANADIAN RUGBY

FOUNDATION

2
0
2
4

182024 Annual Report

U20 FUND REPORT (CONTINUED)

After the qualification matches were completed, six players were promoted to Canada Selects XV:

¶ Jeffrey Young

¶ Olly Wiseman

¶ Matthew Bennett

¶ Morgan DiNardo

¶ Spencer Cotie

¶ Jesse Kilgour

SUMMARY

ωOverall, the revised strategy in preparing the U20 squad for the qualifiers was a significant 
positive step forward, despite the results. 

ωMust continue to explore solutions to decrease the effect of reduced match time, access to 
players and availability of players due to Ψplay to play.Ω

ωUSA U20s reached the finals of the World Rugby Trophy providing the team top competition in 
2024. 

ω In a detailed review of the 2024 program, player feedback was strongly positive with Ψpersonal 
developmentΩ and Ψpersonal performanceΩ scoring 90%+. 

       -- Christiaan Esterhuizen, Head Coach, Canada's U20 Men's Rugby Team

The USA won both qualification matches and went on to finish 2nd in the World 

Rugby U20 Trophy tournament. A detailed statistical review of the games showed 

that open play contact skills and effectiveness in attack after set-piece, together 

with the strategic competence to make effective collective and individual decisions 

in the middle pitch zones require focus for the 2025 project. Strategic kicking 

effectiveness is a key specialist competence also requiring attention next year.

Canada vs. USA U20 June 1,  2024 Canada vs. USA U20 June 6,2024
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U20 FUND REPORT (CONTINUED)

CANADAќS U20 MENќS 2024 ROSTER 

FORWARDS 

Å Angus Dewar (Vancouver, BC) - Queenќs University  

Å Austin Allen (Thornbury, ON) - Georgian Bay Titans / Trent University 

Å Brighton Feldman (Langford, BC) - Westshore / University of Victoria 

Å Brodie Lowry (Montreal, QC) - Beaconsfield Rugby Club / Royal Military College 

Å Charles Trollip (Guelph, ON) - Brantford Harlequins / University of Guelph 

Å Daragh Doyle (Dublin, IRE) - Clontarf Rugby Club 

Å Dylan Shaw (Toronto, ON) - Toronto Scottish RFC / University of Guelph 

Å Eric Vann (Burlington, ON) - Burlington Centaurs / University of Toronto 

Å Finlay Kennedy (Ringwood, ENG) - Bournemouth RFC 

ÅGarin Schroeder (Stoney Creek, ON) - Burlington Centaurs / Western University  

ÅGrant Meadows (Richmond Hill, ON) - Aurora Barbarians RFC / Brock University  

Å Jaxson Jones (Duncan, BC) - Cowichan Rugby Club / University of Victoria 

Å Jeffrey Young (Toronto, ON) - Toronto Nomads / Bedwas RFC  

Å Justin Tasse (Calgary, AB) - Calgary Hornets / Bowness High School 

Å Kyle Finan (Barnsley, ENG) - Red Deer Titans / Trinity Western University  

Å Liam Kinghorn (Calgary, AB) - Calgary Irish / University of British Columbia  

Å Noah Kynaston (Victoria, BC) - Castaway Wanderers  

ÅOlly Wiseman (London, ENG) - Cardiff Metropolitan University 

Å Presley Bosa (Vancouver, BC) - Capilano RFC / Western University  

Å Riku Konrad (Surrey, BC) - UBCOB Ravens  

Å Ryan Cozens (Sidmouth, ENG) - Sidmouth RFC / Cardiff Metropolitan University 

Å Thorson Noble (Victoria, BC) - University of British Columbia 

Photo by Kevin Light
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U20 FUND REPORT (CONTINUED)

CANADAќS U20 MENќS 2024 ROSTER 

BACKS  

Å Ben Greenstein (Vancouver, BC) - UBCOB Ravens / Queenќs University  

Å Brady Howlett (Maple Ridge, BC) - Abbotsford Rugby Club / Trinity Western 
University 

Å Caleb Seumanutafa (White Rock, BC) - Bayside Sharks / University of British 
Columbia 

Å Jesse Kilgour (Barrie, ON) - Barrie RFC / Pacific Pride 

Å Jimmy Leach (London, ENG) - Chinnor RFC / Brunel University 

Å Liam Turnbull (Vancouver, BC) - UBCOB Ravens / St. Georgeќs School 

Å Lockhart MacGregor (Abbotsford, BC) - Abbotsford Panthers / University of Victoria 

ÅMatthew Bennett (Victoria, BC) - University of Victoria 

ÅMarco Mitchell (Vancouver, BC) - UBCOB Ravens / University of British Columbia 

ÅMorgan Di Nardo (Toronto, ON) - Toronto City Rugby / University of Victoria 

Å Patrick Kirwan (Vancouver, BC) - Meralomas 

Å Spencer Cotie (Victoria, BC) - Castaway Wanderers / University of Victoria 

Å Thomas Wells Richards (Toronto, ON) - Balmy Beach RFC / University of Waterloo 

Å Ty Driscoll (Victoria, BC) - Pacific Pride

CANADIAN RUGBY FOUNDATION SUPPORT

Despite the efforts of Rugby Canada and valued supporters, the resource pool from which funding 

for the U20 program is drawn continues to be smaller than most of their competition. This has 

required a Ψpay to playΩ component for all players involved. 

The Canadian Rugby Foundation continued to be a huge supporter of the MenΩs U20 Rugby 

program in 2024 through two means:

¶ Direct funding support from the U20 Fund in the amount of $50,000. 

¶ Supplemental aid from a group of supporters through additional active fundraising led by the 

CRF.

Moving forward, Rugby Canada is committed to finding additional solutions to reduce and 

eventually eliminate the Ψpay to playΩ model, while continuing to work in partnership with the 

Canadian Rugby Foundation on Fund development and funding opportunities for all age-grade 

programs.  -- Jamie Levchuk, Managing Director, Operations & Game Development at Rugby Canada
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MONTY HEALD FUND REPORT
The spring of 2024 saw our WomenΩs XV team back in action in the Pacific Four tournament. 
Canada won the tournament this year, beating New Zealand for the first time in program 
history and moving up the World Rugby rankings to #2 for the first time since Rugby World 
Cup 2014.

Canada also hosted the WXV1 tournament in Vancouver in 2024 where we were victorious 
over France and Ireland before falling to England in the final match. England went on to 
claim the WXV1 title. 

Many of our athletes are playing in the English Premiership and top French league, 
continuing to stay game ready and honing their skills overseas. Several of the Canadian 
Olympic silver medal 7Ωs team have also joined these professional sides, in hopes of being 
considered for World Cup selection. The collaboration between our XV and 7Ωs program is 
more cohesive than ever, and the άOne Squadέ philosophy is working well.
The team leadership group also hosted a legacy call series to build links between the current 
team and the alumni that have come before. Great initiative and learnings for all.

At time of writing Canada is #2 in the World Rugby Rankings. It is not lost on all involved that 
much of the team success is in direct relation to the support and funding they have received 
from Word Rugby, Rugby Canada, and of course the Monty Heald Fund over the last few 
years.

2024 RESULTS
April 28, L.A., California Canada 50 USA 7
May 10, Sydney Australia Canada 33 Australia 14
May 18, Christchurch, NZ Canada 22 New Zealand 19
Sept 29, Vancouver Canada 46 France 24
Oct 5, Vancouver Canada 21 Ireland 8
Oct 12 Vancouver Canada 12 England 21

Fancy Bermuda with the goal 
line in sight

Alicia Corrigan fends off 
EnglandΩs defense
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MONTY HEALD FUND REPORT (CONTINUED)

Our National Team coach Kevin Rouet has a robust preparation plan leading into the Rugby
World Cup. A major part of the cost is getting the team together in a training environment and
competing in meaningful fixtures ahead of the event. England will have their team together for 6
months before the World Cup. We need to get closer to that in terms of time together. Rugby
Canada is actively sourcing sponsors and fundraising with this gap in mind. The Monty Heald
fund will be called upon again to support our team to a significant extent, though the amount has
not been finalised. Can you help? Please click on this link to donate and know that all donations 
are tax receipt-eligible.

Hope to see you at the World Cup! 

With thanks and appreciation --Stephanie White, Chair - Monty Heald Fund

In a year highlighted by her 50th international cap and 
where she helped lead Canada to their historic win over 
New Zealand, Alex Tessier from CanadaΩs WomenΩs 
Rugby Team was nominated for World RugbyΩs WomenΩs 
15s Player of the Year award. She along with Sophie de 
Goede and Laetitia Royer were named to the 2024 
World Rugby WomenΩs 15s Dream Team.

2024 MONTY HEALD FUND RESULTS
2024 Donations:       $61,350
2024 YE Balance:            $322,013         
      

DISBURSEMENTS TO RUGBY CANADA
SINCE MHF INCEPTION

$501,114

https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/monty-heald-national-womens-fund/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/monty-heald-national-womens-fund/
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AWARDS COMMITTEE REPORT

Additionally, these CRF Awards were presented in 2024.

2024 Rick Bourne Rugby Award
The Rick Bourne Rugby Award was established in the Fall of 2023 on the eve of RickΩs induction 
into the BC Rugby Hall of Fame. The 2024 Award was presented to UBCΩs Niko Andrianos. 

Article and photos here.

2024 Judy Seddon Memorial Award
The 2024 winner of the Judy Seddon Memorial Award is the University of CalgaryΩs Danyka 
LaBelle.

2024 Thomas Family Award
Joshua Du Toit
Kianna Steel
Kenadie Reitbauer
Emmet Rahiri

The Foundation manages 81 different funds, including 22 Award Funds. Among these are the 

two award funds for which the CRF directly manages the Awards (applications, selection and 

presentation) the Thomas Family Award and the George Jones Award. 

The CRF Had $8000 to disperse in the form of awards,$2000 for the Thomas Award, and $6000 for the 
George Jones Award. We had 16 successful applicants that were awarded $500 each. We had a very 
astute group of finalists that had certainly made the commitments to Rugby and Education that we 
were looking for, and there were many thoughtful letters of support.

The process (applications, selections, payments, promotion) is evolving, and we are becoming more 
efficient, but there still seems to be a bottleneck with the payments to students that we need to 
address in 2025. 

The following Foundation Awards were also presented in 2024. 

2024 Courtney Taaffe Award
Soleil Brooks - University 

It's been a pleasure working with Ellen Pollard, Jeff Chan, and Jamie Levchuk. Thank you.

-- Hans de Goede, Chair, CRF Awards Committee

2024 George Jones Award
Eva Johannson
Elissa Youssef
Jillian Mackintosh
Daniel Audeoud
Dilraj Sagoo
Erin McShannon

Isiah Kareem Al-Ameen James
Orlane Lemofouet
Chloe Daniels
Ayva Johnson
Tausani Levale

2024 John Cannon Award
Lanae Davenport
Alexis Marie Dobson

Aiden de Wit
Brady Howlett

https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/niko-andrianos-wins-rick-bourne-award/
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Lt. Col. W.D.C. Holmes Memorial University Awards 

During the 2024 U SPORTS WomenΩs Rugby Championship and the 2024 Canadian University MenΩs 

Rugby Championships, the fourth annual Lt. Col. W.D.C. Holmes Memorial Awards were presented to 

16 student-athletes recognized for their contributions off-the-field to the game of rugby. The 

Foundation sees this as an investment in the future leaders of Canadian Rugby. $500 financial awards 

were presented to each for Athletic Financial Awards (AFAs) or towards the awardeesΩ tuition fees. 

Full story and photos here

2024 Lt. Col. W.D.C. Holmes Memorial WomenΩs Awards

ÅCorinne Fréchette,  Laval Rouge et Or
ÅMarley Magnusson, Ottawa Gee Gees
ÅLauryn Bons, QueenΩs Gaels
ÅMackayla Valley, Guelph Gryphons
ÅJordan McLeod, UBC Thunderbirds
ÅSoleil Brooks, Victoria Vikes
ÅEmma MacLean, UPEI Panthers
ÅBrooke Reid, Acadia Axewomen

2024 Lt. Col. W.D.C. Holmes Memorial MenΩs Awards

ÅCameron MacPhail, Memorial University Sea Hawks
ÅSacha Laroche, lΩÉcole de technologie supérieure  Piranhas
ÅWill Corry, Ottawa Gee Gees
ÅJames Webb, Queen Ψs Gaels
ÅJakob Schulz, Guelph Gryphons
ÅPatrick Williams, UBC Okanagan Heat
ÅJacob Bourne, UBC Thunderbirds
ÅMerlin MΩCloud, Victoria Vikes

   -- Jeff Chan

2024 Annual Report

AWARDS COMMITTEE REPORT (CONTINUED)

https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/2024-lt-colonel-w-d-c-holmes-university-awards-awarded/


CANADIAN RUGBY

FOUNDATION

2
0
2
4

25202 Annual Report

2024 CRF UNIVERSITY COACHING AWARDS

SELECTED COACHES

Selected by the Canadian Rugby Foundation and funded by its University Rugby Supporters Fund and For 
the Love of the Game are:
Å Simon Chi, Head Coach, University of Calgary WomenΩs Rugby
Å James Flemming, Head Coach, University of Ottawa MenΩs Rugby
Å Chris Jones, Head Coach, McMaster University, WomenΩs Rugby
Å Jessie-Ann Gibson, Assistant Coach, University of Guelph WomenΩs Rugby
Å Jessica Joubarne, Assistant Coach, Carleton University WomenΩs Rugby
Å Zak Scovoranski, Assistant Coach, Mount Royal University MenΩs Rugby
Å Lancelot Satge, Head Coach, University of Montreal MenΩs Rugby
Å Jay Shaw, Head Coach, University of Waterloo WomenΩs Rugby
Å Brent Wood, Assistant Coach, University of Calgary MenΩs Rugby
and selected by the BC Rugby Union and funded by the Gerald McGavin Coaching Award Fund of the 
Canadian Rugby Foundation are:
Å Darcy Patterson, Assistant Coach, University of British Columbia WomenΩs Rugby
Å Jon Mergui, Assistant Coach, University of British Columbia MenΩs Rugby

This initiativeis consistent with 1) the belief that MenΩs University Rugby is an essential keystonefor the 
improvement of menΩs rugby in Canada, and the advancement of the national senior menΩs 
teamΩsperformance, just as WomenΩs University Rugby has proven to be essential to the Senior WomenΩs 
15s performance on the world stage; and 2) that improved coaching in university menΩs rugby is a critical 
step towards improving the depth and calibreof Canadian university menΩs rugby and hence, the 
Canadian menΩs senior team.

Note: a group of 8 menΩs and womenΩs university coaches have been selected for the 2025 University 
Coaching Awards and will be travelling to New Zealand in May 2025.

--Dave Lougheed and Jeff Chan

11 MenΩs and WomenΩs Canadian University Rugby Coaches were 
selected to the 2024 cadre attending the Crusaders International 
Academy Accelerator Coaching program from May 20 through May 31, 
2024 in Christchurch New Zealand. Each will have their program fees plus 
room and board paid by The Foundation, and travel costs subsidized by 
the For the Love of the Game Fund. These coaches follow the group of 7 
coaches who went to the Crusaders program last year.
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The Canadian University MenΩs Rugby Championship 
heads to Quebec for the second  time, November 12-16, 
2025 in Montreal,  hosted by Piranhas de lΩÉcole de 
Technologie  Supérieure (ETS).

Canadian University MenΩs 
Rugby Championship

Presented by

2024 CANADIAN UNIVERSITY MENΩS RUGBY CHAMPIONSHIP

262024 Annual Report

Sponsors:
The 2024  CUMRC Tournament had the generous support of the following sponsors:
Å Title Sponsor: Raymond James
Å Presenting Sponsor: Lougheed Wealth Management
Å Sustaining Sponsors: Canadian Rugby Foundation, Rugby Canada, and Langara Fishing Adventures
Å Player of the Game: Pasifika Consulting
Å Tournament All-Stars (1st Team): Seiferling Law
Å Player of the Tournament: Old 4th Hop Yard
Å Coach of the Tournament: RJ Photography
Å Player of the Year: Jaworski Technical Limited
Å Rookie of the Year: Rugby ABC Podcast
Å Back of the Year: Brent Wood
Å Forward of the Year: HBI Office Plus
Å Coach of the Year: HBI Office Plus
Å Game Sponsor: For the Love of the Game
Å Game Sponsor: Molly Maid
Å University Supporters Fund Donors: Rick Bourne, Jeff Chan, Roger Gay, Chris Lasher, Andrew 

Purdey, Mike Holmes, the late Bill Webb, and Dave Lougheed.

November 17 saw the finale of the 2024 Raymond James Canadian University MenΩs 
Rugby Championship (CUMRC) presented by Lougheed Wealth Management. The 
Piranhas de lΩÉcole de Technologie Supérieure (ETS) hoisted the McTavish Cup in a thriller 
over the QueenΩs University Gaels 23-19 (PHOTOS)

This yearΩs tournament was hosted by the University of Ottawa in Ottawa, ON from 
November 13-17. Thirty-three teams competed this year to qualify for the CUMRC 
through their conference or regional leagues, with the league seeing an increase an 
increase of 17 per cent from the inaugural 2017 tournament. Eight teams from all regions 
of Canada won the right to compete at the CUMRC. Returning from 2022 were UBC, UVic, 
Guelph, QueenΩs, Ottawa and Memorial with UBCO and ETS as inaugural participants this 
year.

https://www.sportsphotoseh.com/Rugby/CUMRC/2024-CUMRC/2024-CUMRC-Final-ETSvsQMRugby
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The results from the twelve matches played over three days follow. All matches were streamed on The 
Rugby Network and are available on demand, with game photos available on Sports Photos Eh.

2024 Results (Game results)
Å8th: Memorial Seahawks
Å7th  Ottawa Gee Gees
Å6th: UBCO Heat
Å5th: UVic Vikes
Å4th: Guelph Gryphons

At the 2024 CUMRC Awards breakfast on eight players ς one from each team ς were presented with the Lt. 
Col. W.D.C. Holmes Award recognizing their contributions to the game of rugby off-the-field.  And for the first 
time, the All-Canadians were named, along with the Outstanding Players and Coach of the Year. 

27

2024 CANADIAN UNIVERSITY MENΩS RUGBY CHAMPIONSHIP

2024 Annual Report

SILVER: 
QueenΩs Gaels

BRONZE:
UBC Thunderbirds

GOLD: 
ETS Piranhas

Video Highlights

http://www.therugbynetwork.com/
http://www.therugbynetwork.com/
https://www.sportsphotoseh.com/Rugby/CUMRC/2023-CUMRC
https://www.cumrc.com/results2024/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/2024-lt-colonel-w-d-c-holmes-university-awards-awarded/
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/2024-lt-colonel-w-d-c-holmes-university-awards-awarded/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AuuWLXOoqDs
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Finally, the University of Victoria Vikes were named the 2024 
winners of the Jeff Chan Spirit of Rugby Team Award. The Vikes 
were selected by the Rugby Canada selection panel, the 
tournament officials and the CUMRC Board based on their 
demonstration of the spirit, values, and culture of the game of 
rugby, including respect for their opponents and the officials, 
competitiveness, and good sportsmanship over the course of the 
CUMRC tournament.

--Maria Samson, Chair, CUMRC

28
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Following the tournament, 
UVicΩs Ryder Heaney-Corns was 
named winner of the Liam 
Geddes Memorial Award as the 
best CUMRC Back Row player, 
and the First Team All-Stars 
were announced.
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2024 MENΩS HIGH-PERFORMANCE RUGBY INITIATIVE

OVERVIEW
Since the demise of the Canada Super League, there has not been a nationwide competition for senior men 
above Club level that would give Canadian selectors and coaches a platform to evaluate and compare 
athletes that have the qualities we need for selection to the National squad. Three years ago, John Gillis and 
his Nova Scotia committee started the Coast to Coast Cup. This competition plans to be nationwide by 
2026. To that end, as it is the only viable competition above club level in Canada that can help with the 
development of representative male athletes, the CRF has been funding the "Coast to Coast Cup" to help it 
foster elite competition across the country. Additionally, in 2024 grants were made to provincial rugby 
unions (Rugby Saskatchewan, Rugby Ontario, Rugby Nova Scotia and Rugby Quebec) for development 
purpose and to assist in travel for the Coast to Coast Cup. 

GRANT
A total of $27,500 was disbursed as follows: Atlantic  (Rugby Nova Scotia) and Coast to Coast Cup: $16,000; 
Prairies (Rugby Saskatchewan): $3,500; Rugby Ontario: $4,000; Rugby Quebec: $4,000

2024 ADMIRAL INSURANCE COAST TO COAST CUP

Funds provided by the CRF, the Government of Nova Scotia, and raised by the Privateers/Cup
organizers from local and regional corporate partners went to subsidizing travel, accommodation,
local transportation, meals for the visiting teams, and funding tournament operations. With this
generous support, the tournament broke even, and teams were able to meet their own budget
obligations.

The tournament was held in Halifax with semi-final fixtures on June 19 (Privateers vs. Fire, Arrows vs. 
Mavericks) at Graves-Oakley Rugby Park/The Admiral Club, and the final and consolation matches held on 
June 22nd at the Wanderers Ground Stadium. The semi-final saw the Privateers defeat the Fire and the 
Arrows defeat the Mavericks. Finals day between the Privateers and Arrows saw a very close, physical, and 
tense final which was 10-10 with 20 minutes to go, before the host Privateers pulled away with four late 
tries, and the Mavericks took the consolation game over the Fire. An estimated two thousand fans attended 
the final day.

From the Canada West Teams in 2022/2023, the following 
players have been since capped:
Å Jesse Mackail
Å Kyle Steeves
Å Callum Botchar
Å Izzak Kelly
Å Zephyr Melnyk

From the Privateers, players suited up this year for 
Canada XV were: 
Å Sam Miller
Å Tyler Matchum
Å Jamin Hodgkins
Å Jordi Auger

Additionally, Matchem and Hodgkins were in NSMT 
camp for the Pacific Nations Cup and July Test Camps 
respectively.

ÅMatthew Klimchuk
Å Talon McMullen
Å Dawson Fatoric

PATHWAY
Players who have come through the Coast to Coast Cup and moved on to be part of the national team setup.

From the Arrows,  James Stockwood made the 
jump directly into the test side, suiting up this 
summer in both the July tests and the Pacific 
Nations Cup.
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2024 MENΩS HIGH-PERFORMANCE RUGBY INITIATIVE

2025 AND BEYOND
This year, all provinces have been notified and encouraged to develop their own Provincial teams to 
compete locally so that by 2026, we will be able to field eight representative teams from across the 
country that will compete in the Coast to Coast Cup. The proposed teams will look something like this: Rock 
[Nfld], Privateers [NS, NB, PEI], Ontario Blues, [could be Ont E and Ont W], Voyageurs [Que], Prairie Fire 
{Sask and Man], Alberta, and BC [could be Van Wave and Vic Tide]. The CRF has helped fund the "CtoC 
Cup" initiative by supporting it to the tune of $40K this year. Next year, we hope to increase that support. 
(See proposal from John Gillis below)

Thanks, 
--Hans de Goede, Chair, MenΩs High-performance Rugby Initiative

Proposal
Create a six-team National high performance senior menΩs competition, with a 3 team
Eastern and a 3 team Western Division. Teams in each conference would play each other home and away. 
A playoff system would then occur between the divisions (to be determined). This is discussed in more 
detail below.

Background

As stated in prior correspondence to Rugby Canada, the Canadian Rugby Foundation, and our Provincial
and Regional partners, we believe that any National competition on a go forward should:
1. Focus on the spring April to June window avoiding club and university seasons to maximize player 

availability.
2. Focus on U23 Canadian qualified players who have the potential to advance to higher levels in rugby, 

with exceptions for certain positions, late bloomers, and other variations as agreed by the participants.
3. Look to progress in terms of coaching, strength and conditioning, video analysis, and general 

professionalism towards a competition which might be considered semi-professional in moving away 
from a pay to play model and allowing optimal access to all qualified players.

4. Maintain a focus on quality of product and presentation to allow development and maintenance of a 
fan base which will generate and maintain local interest and allow some financial contribution to the 
operation of each team/program.

5. Have a regional focus with liaison with clubs and PSO/Provincial/interbranch teams to provide 
formalized and dedicated player identification pathways, while supporting play at the club and 
Provincial/interbranch level to enhance this identification and add valuable training and game time.

6. Confirm that in each region and with each potential team, that there is a critical mass of qualified 
domestic players, and the accompanying financial and logistical support, to set and maintain a standard 
of play and organization equal to past competitions, with a goal of constantly raising the level.

-- John Gillis, Coast  to Coast Cup Chair
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2024 WOMENΩS HIGH-PERFORMANCE RUGBY INITIATIVE
Overview
As the international landscape of womenΩs rugby continues to evolve, this project aimed to provide high-
level competitive opportunities for Canadian athletes in both the 15-a-side and 7-a-side formats. The 
initiative aimed to support players with the potential to represent Rugby Canada in upcoming World Cups 
(2025 for 15s, 2026 for 7s) and the 2028 Olympic Games.

Grant:$27,500 ($7,500 for University Nationals 7s & $20,500 for WomenΩs East/West Championship 

Game)

Key Initiatives and Achievements
Canada West vs. Canada East (June 22, 2024)
Originally envisioned as a national-level competition between Canada East and Canada West, the initiative 
was adjusted when an opportunity arose for international competition against Spain. The WomenΩs National 
Program, under the direction of Kevin Rouet, pivoted to two major alternative opportunities:

1. QORC Support ($10,000):

o This marked the second year of Senior WomenΩs Provincial fixtures, allowing over 60 players to compete 
at a high level and gain visibility among national coaches and scouts.
o The competition was strategically hosted in cities where efforts are underway to establish High-
Performance (HP) "HUB" centers to strengthen womenΩs rugby at the provincial level.
o Rugby Canada allocated $20,000 to support this initiative in 2024.

2. Canada Selects Tour to Spain ($10,500):
o With support from World Rugby, a young Canadian team traveled to Spain for additional international 
match experience. Spain hosted Canada on June 9 in Elche and on June 15 in Villajoyosa.
o Eight players from this tour were subsequently selected for the squad currently competing at WXV1.
o Although World Rugby provided funding for flights and some expenses, the tour operated at a deficit of 
$27,000.

As a result, in place ofhosting a single domestic camp or match, Canadian Rugby Foundation funding 
supported a Rugby Canada facilitated a multi-game inter-provincial competition and supported the 
opportunity for up-and-coming athletes to be tested on an international tour with two test matches.

ON East vs QC East 20240601ON West vs QC West 20240601

ON East vs QC West 20240504ON West vs QC East 20240504
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2024 WOMENΩS HIGH-PERFORMANCE RUGBY INITIATIVE
Players that participated in the Spain Tour that went on to selection to the 2024 WXV champion 
squad:
¶ Julia Omokhuale (Calgary, AB) ς Calgary Irish Rugby Club / Leicester Tigers
¶ Maya Montiel (Dieppe, NB) ς Saracens
¶ Rori Wood (Sooke, BC) ς UBC/ BC Blue
¶ Sara Cline (Edmonton, AB) ς Leprechaun Tigers / Western Force
¶ Claire Gallagher (Caledon, ON) ςuOttawa /  Aurora Barbarians / Leicester Tigers
¶ Julia Schell (Uxbridge, ON) ς Guelph RFC / Castaway Wanderers / Ealing Trailfinders 
¶ Mahalia Robinson (Fulford, QC) ς Town of Mount Royal RFC / Ontario West
¶ Shoshanah Seumanutafa (White Rock, BC) ς UBC / Chiefs Manawa

University National 7s Championship - March 17-18, 2024 ($7000)
This event proceeded as planned, providing a crucial competitive platform for aspiring 7s players 
aiming for future international selection.The squad representing the University of British Columbia 
was the ultimate Champion of the tournament, with the University of Victoria and the University of 
Guelph capturing silver and bronze respectively.

Athletes identified for the Next Gen camp in San Diego and then to the FISU GAMES, competing for 
Canada in June, were: Olivia Sarabura UBC ς Tournament MVP, Savannah Bauder UBC, Adia Pye 
UBC, Larah Wright UVIC, Emily Clark Guelph, Natalie Armatage Guelph, Kennedy Feasby Guelph, 
Carmen IzykQueens, Mika Matsukubo Queens, Vanessa Chiappetta Carleton, Angie Olukunmi 
Calgary, Emma Lajeunesse Laval.

Conclusion
Through strategic adaptation and financial support, the CRF WomenΩs High-performance Rugby 
Initiative committee successfully expanded competitive opportunities for Canadian female rugby 
players. By leveraging both domestic and international competitions, the program provided a 
crucial pathway for emerging talent, reinforcing CanadaΩs presence on the global rugby stage.
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THUNDER INDIGENOUS RUGBY FUND
2024 was an eventful year for Thunder Rugby. Below are highlights from the 2024 AGM:

White Rockτ
Shawnigan 

JanτFeb 2024 
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Phil Mack 2024 
Players of the 

Year:
Savion Atchison 
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THUNDER INDIGENOUS RUGBY FUND (CONTINUED)

Your contributions to the Thunder Indigenous Rugby Fund will help the program make these tours 
affordable for youth and create a positive change in their lives. Help Thunder get there by donating to 
their fundraising initiatives HERE. 

Thunder Indigenous Rugby continues to benefit from a 10-year financial commitment from the Canadian 
Rugby Foundation.

https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/index.php/thunder-indigenous-rugby/
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BC GRASSROOTS RUGBY FOUNDATION REPORT

Presidents Report ς Clay Panga

Leadership
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BC GRASSROOTS RUGBY FOUNDATION REPORT

2025 Grant Applications

The Future

Presidents Report ς Clay Panga (Continued)

2024 Report to AGM

2022- 2027 Strategic Plan

See below for our complete annual report and 2022-2027 
Strategic Plan:

https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/rugby/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/BCGRF-annual-report-2024.pdf
https://canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/rugby/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/BCGRFStrategicPlan2022-27.pdf
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BC GRASSROOTS RUGBY FOUNDATION REPORT

Staffing

BC Grassroots Rugby continues to benefit from the Canadian Rugby FoundationΩs 10-year 
grant commitment of $20,000 per year.
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Board of Directors (15)
Rick Bourne
Graham Brown (FFL)
Liz Ferguson
Hans de Goede
Barry Giffen
Randy Heward
Mike Holmes (Chair)
Jim Kellett
John Lecky
Jerry Marriott (FFL)
Colette McAuley
Spencer Robinson
Steve Swaffield (Rugby Canada)

Andrew Wright (FFL)
1 Vacancy
Jeff Chan (Ex-officio, Executive
   Director)
Jason Thomson (Ex-officio,
   Treasurer)

Executive Committee
Mike Holmes, (President)
Hans de Goede (Vice President)
Jim Kellett
Jerry Marriott
Jeff Chan (Executive Director)
Jason Thomson (Treasurer)

Investment Committee
Jim Kellett (Chair)
Mike Holmes
Jerry Marriott
Steve Swaffield
Jeff Chan (Executive Director)

Awards Committee
Hans de Goede (Chair)

Stephanie White de Goede

Mike Holmes

Governance Committee
Jeff Chan (Executive Director)

Mike Holmes (Chair)

Voting Members ($25,000+ in Lifetime Cash or In-Kind Donations 

Representatives from $100K funds 
David Alford, Niagara Old Boys 
Doug Manning, CORE
Don Paradis, Nor'Westers 
Chris Serpanchy, Markham Irish
Chris Spicer,  Castaway Wanderers
Keith Scott,  Aurora Barbarians
Dave Lougheed, For the Love of 
      the Game

Abrams, Aaron
Aqueduct Foundation
British Pacific Properties Ltd
Browne, Dr. Noel
Browne, Greg
Bull, Peter
Burlington Centaurs
Burns Supper
Cannon, Peter & Jane
Charlton L. Smith Foundation
CHIMP (For the Love of 
   the Game)
Cooke, Garth
de Goede, Hans
Dennett, John
Dennis, Sally
Donald MacLean Estate
Duke, Neil 
Faye & David Huestis Family
   Foundation ^
Fauth Financial Group Ltd. 
  (Vern Fauth)
Geddes, Colin & Alison Horn-
Heaslip, James

Hersant, Nicola & Andrew ^
Heward, Randy

Heward, Randy
Hill, Brian
Holmes, Mike
Kelowna Flightcraft
Kingsway Foundation
   (Eric Savics)
Kratz, Luke
Leith Wheeler Investment 
   Counsel 

Lougheed, Dave ^
McCarthy's Party Ltd.
McFarlane, Bruce
Mexycan Trading (Roger Gay 
   & Chris Lasher )
Mittler, Aaron
Molly Maid (Jim MacKenzie)
Nelson Arthur Hyland 
     Foundation (Jay Hayden)
Nicola Wealth Private Giving
Northern Linkwell Construction
O`Connor, Michael
O'Callaghan, Patrick
Odlum Brown
ONNI Property Management Svcs
Oswald, Darrell
Parfrey, Brendan
Parfrey, Pat

Parker Johnston Industries
Powers, Rick
Powers, Tim
Raymond James Canada Foundation

Romsa, Richard & Linda ^
Rugby Rumble Youth Association
Suburban Motors
Sutherland Foundation Inc
Sylvan Ventures Ltd.
Great Saint John Community
Thrall, Rick & Deb
Trann, Andrew
Ustik, Adam
Wall, Larry
White - de Goede, Stephanie
Wyatt, Mark 
Young, Graeme

MenΩs Hi-performance Rugby Initiative 
Hans de Goede (Chair)

WomenΩs Hi-performance Rugby Initiative 
Liz Ferguson (Chair)

^ New in 2024

GOVERNANCE
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2024 DONOR RECOGNITION

Thank You to Our $1,000+ Donors* 

Steel Donors  ($1,000-$4,999)

Gold Donors ($100,000+)

Bronze Donors  ($5,000-$24,999)

Silver Donors ($25,000+)
Lougheed, David
McNaughton, Duncan
Mittler, Aaron
Parfrey, Dr. Pat
Powers, Rick
Romsa, Richard & Linda

Bull, Peter
Faye and David Huestis 
     Family Foundation
Hersant, Nicola & Andrew
Holmes, Mike 
Raymond James Foundation

Harnett, John
Jones Group Holding Corp
Kidd, Bruce
MCAP (Derek Norton)
O'Callaghan, Patrick
O'Dea, Jonathan
Odlum Brown
ONNI Property Management Svcs
Tim Powers
RBC Dominion Securities

4378725 Canada Inc
Adera Holdings Corp
Browne, Greg
Carson, Donald
Chow, Kelvin
de Goede, Hans
Edouard Beauchesne
Germain, Eric
Giffen, Barry
Hansen, Lynn

Reeves, Elaine
Reise Family Foundation 
Ross, Robert
Sutherland Foundation
Fahy Family Charitable Trust
Thomas, Grenville
United Acoustics & Partitions 
Von Hahn, Anatol

1972 Holdings Ltd
Abrams, Aaron
Adshade, David
Aitken, Richard
Aqueduct Foundation
Baker, Sam
Batie, Mike and Ann
Bickerton, Pat
Bishop, Edward
Boyle, David
Bradbury, Keith 
Bradley, Marie
Buena Vista Farm Fund
Burton, Jolyon
Callahan, Bob
Cannon, Jane & Peter
Coleman, Christopher
Connors, Dr. Sean
Cooke, Garth
Degenstein, Phil
Dib, Biliana

Djurickovic, Elisa
Eastwood, Dr. Benjar
Erb Technical Contracting 
Evans, Dr. Ieuan
Falconer, Lynne
Garland, Ross
Gaudin, Robert
Global Forensics Inc
Hart, Lindsay
Hawkins, Jeffrey
Holding, Julian & Angela
Howard, Harry
Irvine, Heather
Jawl, David
Jean V. Dawe Professional Law
Justin Cownden Personal 
     Real Estate
Kelly, Patrick 
Kidd, Trevor
Kilgallin, Michael
Kobayashi, Dawn

Kobayashi, Michael
Kozakavich, Shelaine
Kozina, Jordan
Larkspur Foundation
Law, Scott
Lawson, Dr. Mark
Lecky, John
Lee, Jacquelyn
Lucas, Kimmo
Luke, Mike
MacMahon, Maureen
Manning, Doug
Marriott, Jerry
Martinson, Brian 
McLeod, Kathy
Meyer, Lawrence
Modern Business
    Equipment
Neish, Cam
O'Flaherty, Peter
Pearce, Louise

Peter, Grant
Prevost, Cora
Rae, Douglas
Rae, Kelly
Read, Lance
Roden, Christopher
Rogers, Steve
Schnorbus, Mark & Liz
Seccombe, Rodger
Singh, Harpreet
Stewart, Patrick
Tarle, Joshua
Telidetzki, Gerald
Todd, Kat
Truesdale, Claire
Una Heald Estate
Webb, Michael
Weldon, Peter
White - de Goede, Stephanie
Young, Graeme
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*Excludes donations to same fund)


